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As of March 25, throughout Baystate Health, 835 individuals have been tested; 373 have come back negative; 52 positive and 


410 are still pending results. 


By Dalton Zbierski 
and Melina Bourdeau 
Staff Writers 


While patients fight a war 
against COVID-19, medical per- 
sonnel roam the front lines. 

Medical professionals at 
Baystate Hospitals in the region, 
Cooley Dickinson in Northampton 
and Holyoke Hospital each face a 
similar set of issues caused by the 
pandemic, which are being navi- 
gated on a daily basis. 

As of March 25, throughout 
Baystate Health, 835 individuals 


have been tested; 373 have come 
back negative; 52 positive and 410 
are still pending results. 

Cooley Dickinson had issued 
14 positive tests for COVID-19 
and was in the process of investi- 
gating 92 additional people, as of 
the same date. 

Measures taken thus far 

At the Holyoke Medical Center, 
one patient was being treated for 
COVID-19 as of March 23, but no 
nurses were on self-quarantine at 
that time. 

Baystate Medical Center has 
constructed a temporary rapid 


response triage facility outside the 
Emergency Department as a result 
of the demands created by the 
coronavirus pandemic, according 
to Michelle Holmgren, of Baystate 
Health. “These are designed to 
handle some 30 to 40 patients; the 
triage area will serve as a rapid, 
initial screening venue for staff 
to identify those patients of most 
immediate need.” 

Neither Holyoke or Cooley 
Dickinson have transformed its 
waiting rooms into triage units and 
both are strictly sticking to proto- 
cols handed down by the Center 


for Disease Control. 

In order to meet the growing 
number of cases at each hospital, 
various safety measures have been 
made. 

Inside Cooley Dickinson hos- 
pital, visitors have been restricted 
and many employees have been 
assigned remote work when pos- 
sible. 

As of Wednesday, March 18, 
Baystate Health restricted its vis- 
itor policy and at this time is not 
allowing visitors at any Baystate 


See HOSPITALS, page 5 


Town center project design to move forward 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


HUBBARDSTON - At a vir- 
tual meeting of the Town Center 
Committee, Chair Dan Galante said 
of the project, “We have a slot; it’s 
100 percent happening.” 

He said Mass DOT locked in 
the town center project for 2023. 
The project along Rte. 68 included 

the intersections of Elm 
and Brigham Streets to Curtis 
Recreation Field. It involved road 
reclamation of the northern sec- 
tion, full depth pavement recon- 


struction of the southern section, 
drainage, sidewalks, bicycle path 
and crosswalks. 

Galante said it would be five 
years this fall that the Town 
Center Committee first met. 

MassDOT ran a public hearing 
on March 5 where they presented 
the project and heard public com- 
ment. MassDOT highway superin- 
tendent Jonathan Gulliver said the 
$4.9 million project would receive 
80 percent federal funding and 20 
percent funding from MassDOT. 
The $4.9 million did not include 
the cost for right of ways. It would 


COVID-19 affects trial courts 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION - By now, the entire 
region is aware of the many clo- 
sures and restrictions thanks to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the rec- 
ommendations to avoid one anoth- 
er, social distance, and to “stay-at- 
home” if at all possible. 

But one thing that has not been 
as clear to many individuals is how 


to access a modified court system 


while the state of emergency is in 
effect. 
Springfield District Court, 


located on the Robert E. Ireland 


Courthouse, was closed on March 
16 and 17 to allow for deep clean- 
ing of the courthouse. The court 
and its outlying smaller courts 
serve most of Hampden County. 
On Friday, March 20, it was 
announced a court officer in the 
superior court had tested positive 
for coronavirus, and the court was 
closed for a week. It re-opened on 
Monday, March 30. 

But “re-opened” is a loose term, 


and the Hampden County District 
Attorney is operating with limited 


staff in person at the courthouse. 
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Judges in all the courts are on a 
rotation as well to limit their expo- 
sure to the public. 

The courts are closed through 
at least April 6, and that closure 
could extend further with President 
Donald Trump’s recent declara- 
tion that social distancing continue 
through April 30. 

According to a message from 
the Supreme Judicial Court, court 
appearances are limited to “emer- 
gency matters.” 

“Courts will be closed to the 
public March 18, 2020 until at 
least April 6, 2020. The only mat- 
ters that will be heard in-person 
in Massachusetts state courthouses 
are emergency matters that can- 
not be held by videoconference or 
telephone. Each of the seven Trial 
Court departments will define 
emergency matters for their depart- 
ments. 

“Courthouses will be closed to 
the public except to conduct emer- 
gency hearings that cannot be 
resolved through a videoconference 
or telephonic hearing. Clerk’s offic- 
es shall remain open to the public 
to accept pleadings and other doc- 
uments in emergency matters only.” 

Some judges have held hear- 
ings for issues such as restraining 
orders. However, any non-emer- 
gency issues have been deferred or 


See TRIALCOURTS, page 6 


take about 15 months to complete. 

The project was at 25 per- 
cent design. The engineers 
would be submitting the 75 per- 
cent design in April and the full 
design in September. Galante 
said the selectmen would submit 
an article to fund the 100 per- 
cent design work on the Annual 
Town Meeting warrant. He said 
MassDOT would be holding 
a second public hearing in the 
spring or summer. 

Galante said a similar size proj- 
ect $3 plus million in Leominster 
will not be ready for its time slot. 
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Spring blooms 


He said possibly the Hubbardston 
project may get moved forward. 

The next design plan should 
show the conduit. The town would 
be paying for the lighting as it was 
not included in the project. 

Between August of 2020 and 
May 2021 the town would be con- 
tacting property owners on Main 
Street for rights of way certifi- 
cates and easements. Galante said 
there was not much left to do. The 
northern portion of Rte. 68 bid 
was awarded and was over budget. 
The southern section of Rte. 68 
was already completed. 
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These miniature daffodils and violas are a welcome sign of spring. 





Barre has first 


confirmed 
COVID-19 case 


BARRE -— The Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health 
notified the Barre Emergency 
Management Team of the town’s 
first confirmed case of COVID-19. 

Barre Fire Chief Robert 
Rogowski said in a press release 
dated March 25 the patient is cur- 
rently being treated by the appro- 
priate medical services and all of 
the proper protocols are current- 
ly being implemented. He said, “I 
respectfully request that everyone 
respect the patient’s privacy during 
this time. I understand that many 
of our residents are extremely con- 
cerned about the coronavirus.” 

He said, “Barre Fire would like 
to remind everyone that the best 
thing that you can do 1s to stay 
home, stay informed and follow 


the guidance that is being put out 
by the Department of Public Health 
(DPH) and the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC). If you must go out, 
please maintain your social distanc- 
ing of at least six feet.” 

Barre Fire Chief and Emergency 
Management Director Robert 
Rogowski said, “I would like 
every resident to know that the 
Barre Fire/EMS Department, 
Barre Police Department, Town 
Administrator, Public Works 
Department and the Barre Board 
of Health are working very closely 
to ensure that all of the necessary 
actions are being implemented to 
ensure the safety of the residents 
and that the town continues to 
receive the best emergency service 
possible during this time.” 


Selectmen postpone 
town election 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


BARRE — Selectmen on the 
recommendation of Barre town 
clerk Ellen Glidden postponed the 
annual town election scheduled for 
Monday, April 6. 

Per the governor’s orders, the 
board held a remote meeting using 
Zoom that allowed public partici- 
pation via phone and/or computer. 
Selectman Greg O’Sullivan did not 
agree to using Zoom for this meet- 
ing and did not participate. 

Glidden said the state legislature 
passed a bill that allowed munic- 
ipalities to postpone elections 
until June 30 due to COVID-19. 
She recommended to the board to 
postpone the election. She partic- 
ipated in a webinar with KP Law 
on postponing elections. She said 
the board did not have set a date 
tonight. She said if the board voted 
to postpone the election, it would 
allow the town to have early voting, 
absentee ballot voting, holding the 
election in only one precinct and 
having a reduction of polling hours. 
COVID-19 was added as a reason 
to vote by absentee ballot. She 
said all absentee ballots already 


obtained would be counted. She 
said voter registration would extend 
to ten days before the new election 
date. All ballots for the election 
will be used at the new election 
date, but they will show the April 6 
date as they were already printed. 

She said she had only a few 
election workers willing to work 
on April 6. She said the reduced 
hours, early voting, absentee voting 
would lower the number of peo- 
ple voting in person and reduce 
exposure numbers and time for the 
poll workers. She said the existing 
elected officials would continue to 
serve until the election. 

Glidden said the process for 
absentee voting and early voting 
would be the same as for any other 
election. She asked that those vot- 
ing with absentee ballot not lick the 
envelope, but either glue or tape it 
shut. Applications for absentee vot- 
ing were available now and avail- 
able on the town website. 

Selectman chair Matthew Urban 
said he would put discussion of 
election details on the agenda for 
the next meeting Monday, April 6. 
Glidden said the board needed to 


See TOWN ELECTION, page 6 


Barre Food Pantry offers 


drive-through distribution 


BARRE - The Barre Food Pantry, located at the 
Barre Congregational Church, 30 Park St., plans to 
hold their regular grocery distribution Wednesday, 
April 8 from 10 a.m. to noon, their normal time. 

In order to insure a safe level of social distanc- 
ing for clients and volunteers, this distribution will 
be “drive-through” style like the one so successful- 
ly conducted last Thursday evening, March 19. 

However, because conditions have been chang- 
ing rapidly, please continue to check for updates 
on the Barre Food Pantry website: http://www. 
barrefoodbank.org/index.htm and the Barre Food 
Pantry Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ 
Barre-Food-Pantry- 1001560683003 14/. 
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Barre Transfer 
Station lists changes 


Effective March 21, the Barre Board of Health 
announces the following changes at the Transfer Station 
as part of COVID-19 safety measures. 

There will be a drop box for payments of bags. Cost 
is $20 per sleeve for large bags and $31.25 per sleeve for 
small bags. The transfer center will accept cash or check 
for exact amount. No change will be given. No credit 
card sales. The transfer center will be only accepting 
trash and recycling, all other services will be closed until 
further notice. 

Town election postponed 

Selectmen voted Monday, March 30 on the recom- 
mendation of Town Clerk Ellen Glidden to postpone 
the annual town election. The election scheduled for 
Monday, April 6 will be held at a later date to be deter- 
mined later. 

Food pantry distribution 

Barre Food Pantry, located at the Barre 
Congregational Church, 30 Park St., plans to hold their 
regular grocery distribution Wednesday, April 8 from 10 
a.m. to noon, their normal time. In order to insure a safe 
level of social distancing for clients and volunteers, this 
distribution will be “drive-through” style like the one so 
successfully conducted last Thursday evening, March 19. 
However, because conditions have been changing rapidly, 
please continue to check for updates on the Barre Food 
Pantry website: http://www.barrefoodbank.org/index.htm 
and the Barre Food Pantry Facebook page: https://www. 
facebook.com/Barre-Food-Pantry- 1001560683003 14/. 

American Legion Auxiliary 

The Post 2 American Legion Auxiliary cancelled its 
Monday, April 13 meeting due to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 


McNeely Tree Service 
Insured ¢ References 

e Hazardous Tree Removal 

e Stump Grinding 

e Bobcat Work 


e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 

e Storm work 

e Firewood $220/cord 

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


H: 508-867-6119 ¢ C: 413-324-6977 





Local farmers hope 
to provide CSA program 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WEST BROOKFIELD 
— As people drive past local 
farms on their way to super- 
markets that may or may not 
have enough meat and other 
foods, farmer Matt Koziol is 
hoping more folks will think 
about patronizing local farms. 

While he already offers an 
online store and home deliv- 
ery for his grass-fed beef, 
he’s hoping he and other local 
farmers can work together 
to offer an early spring com- 
munity-supported agriculture 
program, often known as a 
CSA. People pay a weekly or 
monthly amount and farms 
provide a variety of produce, 
sometimes meat and fruit. 

“I’m really excited about 
the possibility,’ said Koziol, 
who markets under the name 
Farmer Matt through his farm. 
“Details and permits have to 
be worked out with the Board 
of Health, but if it’s possible 
we could offer five pounds of 
beef, five pounds of produce 
that would produce five meals 
and a salad.” There will be 
two-person and four-person 
CSA boxes if approved. 

Other farms, which may 
participate include Honey 
Bee Orchards, also in West 
Brookfield, Walker Farm in 
New Braintree and West 
Brookfield, and Misty River 
View Farm, also in New 
Braintree. 

At Misty River View Farm, 
they offer eight different fla- 
vors of goat and lamb sau- 
sage, goose eggs and home- 
made soap, which is made 
with Swiss milk, Koziol said 
and Walker Farm offers ani- 
mal welfare approved, certi- 
fied beef. 

He is also trying to work 
with the Board of Health to 


include farm fresh eggs, as 
they have specific regulations 
and protocols that must be 
met, he said. 

“As people are following 
the state’s direction, more 
people are going to be stay- 
ing home,” he said. “This 
could be an answer for them 
because we’ll deliver it to 
their door, they don’t have to 
go out.” 

He said if approved, there 
customers could request 
tweaks, such as Honey Bee 
providing deli meat and 
cheese, which they offer in 
their store on Route 9. “That 
would be the unique aspect of 
it,’ he said. 

“The problem with today’s 
grocery store food chain is it’s 
set up to provide food just-in- 
time,’ Koziol said, and isn’t 





Turley Publications Courtesy photo 
West Brookfield farmer Matt Koziol is hoping local 
farmers can offer solutions to supermarket shopping 
as supplies fluctuate and more people stay home. 


prepared to provide so much 
in such a little time. 

The CSAs packages would 
include sweet potatoes, white 
potatoes, garlic, onions, cel- 
ery and pepper, he said. 

Different farmers and out- 
lets, such as Honey Bee, can 
buy certain produce that isn’t 
being grown locally at whole- 
salers near Worcester to round 
out the offerings. 

“We would source the veg- 
etables with the least amount 
of food miles,’ he said, such 
as getting fresh broccoli at 
wholesalers. 

Koziol and other farmers 
are hoping if this early spring 
CSA is approved and made 
available, then they could 
offer summer CSA boxes 
together and retain customers 
from the spring. 
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Hubbardston Senior 
Center update 


Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A Main St., 
Hubbardston is closed until the end of April The eggs 
will still be available Thursdays at the same time and 
produce will still be available Wednesdays and Fridays 
with pickup outside. People may call the senior center 
at 978-928-1400, extension 211 with any questions. 

Meal delivering for seniors 

MOC home delivered meals will still be delivered. 
The in house meals at the Hubbardston Senior Center 
will be pre-packaged and delivered also. Seniors may 
call the Senior Center at 978-928-1400, extension 211 
for more information. The Friends of the Hubbardston 
Seniors offered to pick up groceries or medicines 
for seniors. Seniors in need of this service may call 
Darlene at 774-242-7779. She will make arrangements 
for someone to pick up and deliver. 

Town buildings closure reminder 

The town of Hubbardston is closing all town build- 
ings to the public until the end of April Offices will 
continue to provide services of the government to resi- 
dents. The closure will result in the delivery of services 
remotely. All public safety operations will continue. 


Barre Dining Center 


BARRE — Elder Services of Worcester Area 
Nutrition Program welcomes guests to dine at the 
Barre Senior Center, 557 South Barre Road. The 
following meals will be served for the week of 
April 6. 

Note: There is only Meals on Wheels. 

Volunteers are needed at the Barre dining site. 
Volunteers are needed for Meals on Wheels (mile- 
age reimbursement) and in the kitchen. People 
should contact 978-355-5027. 

MON. — Swedish meatballs, mashed potatoes, 
Scandinavian vegetables, fresh fruit, French bread 

TUES. — Macaroni and cheese, stewed toma- 
toes, green beans, peaches, Italian bread 

WED. — Chicken cacciatore, gemelli pasta, 
broccoli, brownie, diet = half piece, pumpernickel 
bread 

THURS. — Baked ham, sour cream and chive 
mashed potato, roasted vegetables, carrot cake, 
diet = cream puff, marble rye bread 

FRI. — Fish with crumb topping, lemon sea- 
soned rice, Tuscany style vegetables, fruited 
ambrosia, whole wheat bread 

*Diabetic friendly dessert 

** Higher sodium entree 

Meal includes milk and margarine. Menus are 
subject to change. All meals are served at about 
11:45 a.m. each weekday. Reservations should 
be made the day before by calling 978-355-5027 
before 10:30 a.m. The donation of $2.50 per meal 
helps keep the program running. 





meeting cancelled 


BARRE — The scheduled meeting of 
the Barre American Legion Auxiliary on 
Monday, April 13 has been cancelled due 
to the virus crisis we are now facing. At 
this time that is the only meeting cancelled. 
Careful consideration will occur as the 
meeting dates get closer. Please continue 
social distancing. Stay healthy. 
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Corrections policy 
The Barre Gazette will gladly correct factual errors 
that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications 
will always appear on Page 2. To request a orrection, 
send information to Editor Ellenor Downer at barre- 
news @turley.com or call 978-355-4000. Corrections 
may also be requested in writing at Barre Gazette, P.O. 


Box 448, Barre, MA 01005. 





| 
Veterinary 


Clinic 


NOW REOPENED, 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 





The Country Gourmet 


Sally Harrington, Proprietor 
tp. “Everything for the Discriminating Cook” 


anterbury ‘Tails Veterinary Clinic reopened in 

September under the new ownership of Dr. Leah 
Greenberger, DVM. Dr. Greenberger graduated from 
Cornell University in 1992 and has since been practicing 
conventional veterinary and emergency medicine. 


“Better Flowers” 
anges ~ at The Country Gourmet 
\e Easter Candy, Gift Baskets ‘ 
Flowers & Baking Needs 


PARKER HOUSE OF PIZZA | | 5:17 sunne:sec: 


17 Pleasant Street, Downtown Gardner 
The Building with the Blue Awning 


978-632-9383 


Open 7 Days 10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. J 


0G Rutland Pharmacy 


18 Maple Avenue @ Rutland @ 508-886-6261 
We’re Open! 


Celebrate Easter and 
Spring's Arrival! 
Browse our full line of gifts including: 
Village Candles, Jewelry, TY Plush, 
Beekman Soap & Lotions, Hallmark Cards, 
Melissa & Doug Toys, Home Decor, 


Hebert Candies, Office Supplies 
and Much More! 


The team at Canterbury Tails is looking forward to 
meeting you and your pet. We hope to provide a pleasant 
and Fear Free experience to both pets and owners. 


Easter Candy, 
Hallmark Cards, 
Russell Stover 
Easter Candies 
& Gifts 


Easter Bunnies 
from 
Russell Stover 


40 East Main Street, Ware, MA 
413-967-4545 
canterburytailsware @ gmail.com 


Barre Family Pharmacy 


547 Summer Street, Barre 
978-355-2359 


Plan Ahead! 

We carry items you'll 
need for the long term! 
Prescriptions 
OTC Medicines 
Groceries 


Mon., Wed., Thurs. 7:30-6pm, Tues. 12-8pm, Fri. 7:30-12 noon 
Every Other Saturday 7:30-12 


Pharmacy: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-8 
Sat. 8:30-6, Sun. 8:30-2 
Store: Mon.-Sat. 8:30-8, Sun. 8:30-6 


turtles 


We would love to give 
you or your kids a fun 
little project each week. 


Starting this week we will be hiding 
TURLEY (the turtle) our new mascot 
within the paper. Have fun and count how 
many times you find Turley. 

Email your results along with your name, 
town and turtle count from 
what paper to edowner@turley.com. 
We will post your name and count in the 
following weeks paper. 

Correct answers will be submitted for a monthly 
drawing and a chance to win a prize. 


Follow Turley on (0) @TurleytheTurtle 
Turley the turtle is sponsored by 


CALL TODAY! 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR 
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PUBLIC MEETINGS 


Note: All meetings are closed to the public 
and will be held remotely. 


BARRE 

Board of Selectmen — April 6 and April 21, 

both at 6:30 p.m. 
Board of Assessors — April 7 and April 21 at 6 p.m. 
Planning Board — April 7 at 7 p.m. 
Library Trustees — April 8 at 7 p.m. 
Barre Housing Authority — April 9 at 3 p.m. 
Board of Health — April 13 at 5 p.m. 
Water Commission — April 13 at 6:30 p.m. 
DPW Commission — April 13 at 7 p.m. 
Conservation Committee — April 14 at 7 p.m. 
Cable Advisory Committee — April 14 at 7 p.m. 
Town Administrator Search Committee — 

April 15 at 7 p.m. 
Sewer Commission — April 16 at 7 p.m. 
Cemetery Commission — June 9 at 6 p.m. 


HARDWICK 

Council on Aging — April 9 at 9:30 a.m. 
Gilbertville Public Library — April 10 at 4 p.m. 
Gilbertville-Wheelwright Sewer Commissioners — 
April 13, May 11 and June 8 at 5:30 p.m. 
Board of Selectmen — April 13, 27, May 11, 

May 26 and June 8 at 6:30 p.m. 
Planning Board — April 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
Gilbertville Water District — April 21 at 5:30 p.m. 
Conservation Commission — April 21 at 6:30 p.m. 


HUBBARDSTON 
Library Trustees — April 2 at 7 p.m. 
Historical Commission — April 4 at 10 a.m. 
Conservation Commission — April 7 at 7 p.m. 
Board of Selectmen — April 6, April 13 and April 27 
at 6:30 p.m. 
Open Space Committee — April 28 at 7 p.m. 


PETERSHAM 
Board of Health — April 2 and April 16 at 7 p.m. 
Petersham Historic District — April 2 and April 16 
at 7 p.m. 

Nichewaug Inn and Academy Committee 2020 — 
April 6 and April 13 at 6:30 p.m. 
Open Space & Recreation Committee — 

April 7 at 6:30 p.m. 
Advisory Finance Committee — April 7 at 6:30 p.m. 
Conservation Commission — April 7 at 7:30 p.m. 
Cemetery Commission — April 9 at 7 p.m. 
Capital Improvement Planning Committee — 

April 9 at 7 p.m. 
Council on Aging — April 13 at 10 a.m. 
Planning Board — April 23 at 7 p.m. 


RUTLAND 
Ad Hoc By-Law Committee — April 7, April 14 
and April 28 at 12:45 p.m. 


Meals on Wheels COVID 
delivery precautions and 
distancing protocol 


All Meals on Wheels drivers are practicing new pro- 
tocols in place for your protection. 

Meals on Wheels drivers are wearing a new pair of 
gloves for each individual delivery and hand sanitizing 
in between deliveries. 

As well drivers are leaving the meal hanging on the 
doorknob and stepping back a minimum of 6 feet to 
observe participants retrieving their meal. This is the 
daily safety check. 

If people do not answer the door, standard no-an- 
swer procedures go into effect with follow-up phone 
call. 

Please note that Meals on Wheels drivers serving 
Housing Authority and other large apartment buildings, 
may be wearing masks for your protection, and theirs. 

Stricter protocols may go into place as state and 
federal guidelines change. 

If people have any questions about these protocols 
please reach out to the Nutrition program at Elders Services 
of Worcester Area at 508-756-1545, extension 290. 


News of the Towns 


Hardwick 
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Mandell Hill 


_Donated by Betts er Mors§ 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


HARDWICK — Visiting 
Mandell Hill is a chance to walk 
on trails through a working farm 
as well as woodlands, which are 
rich in birds. The looped trail is 
a mile and a half long and takes 
about an hour to complete. There 
are also some electrified fencing 
as it is a working farm with a herd 
of beef cows. Visitors are asked to 
stay on the trail and dogs are dis- 
couraged due to the farm animals 
and the grassland birds, such as 
bobolinks and meadowlarks. 

“Mandell Hill is a proper- 
ty with a wide loop that is not 
too steep and not too rocky,” 
said East Quabbin Land Trust 
Executive Director Cynthia 
Henshaw. “The entrance is wide 
open farmland, and there are 
great vistas; you can see Mount 
Wachusett.” 

The EQLT owns the 155- 
acre tract that belonged to one 
of Hardwick’s early citizens, 
the Mandells. Betty Mixter 
Morss donated the property to 
the organization. She was part 
of Hardwick’s world-renowned 
Mixter family, who introduced 
scientific farming methods to 
the town and raised well-known 
dairy cows for decades. The 
property also includes the foun- 
dation of a Mandell Farm barn. 

At times there may be gates 
blocking the trails as the cows are 
moved to other pastures to graze, 
but they are meant to be passed 
through. It is important for vis- 
itors to close the gates behind 
them. Among the treats the prop- 
erty has in store are grasslands 
with many birds. The EQLT man- 
ages the grasslands, including 
posting bird houses, to encourage 
them to settle on the property. 

Bobolinks are birds that are 
attracted to tall grasslands, uncut 
pastures, overgrown fields and 
meadows, and have been on the 
decline since the 1990s, due to 
changes in farming and a reduc- 
tion in farmland, according to the 
Bobolink Project, which works 
with farmers to keep grasslands 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


SOUTH ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL 978-249-3477 
OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8 A.M.TO 5:00 P.M. 


PEOPLE/ 
MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for 
Our readers, we will print all 
births, weddings, engage- 
ments, milestone anniver- 
saries, major birthdays, 
military achievements, 
honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form 
available for you to submit 
these listings. This mate- 
rial is provided to us by our 
readers and local institu- 
tions and we do not charge 
to print this content. 

For more information, 
or to submit people or mile- 
stone news for the Barre 
Gazette, please email ed- 
Owner@turley.com. j~«@ 


— A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
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Turley Publications staff photos by Paula Ouimette 
Mandell Hill, a property owned by the East Quabbin Land Trust, is a combination of a 
working farm and woodlands, crisscrossed by iconic New England stone walls. It is 
located on Barre Road in Hardwick. 





There are plenty of stone walls throughout the Mandell 
Hill property, showing it has long been a farm property. It 
was donated to the EQLT by Betty Mixter Morss, whose 
family once owned the land, including the building that 
houses organization’s offices on nearby Ridge Road. 





There isle a tower ironiwhich to watch wildlife includ: 
ing a wide range of birds, at Mandell Hill. 


available to birds. While molting 
and on migration, bobolinks head 
to marshes and in agricultural 
fields. 

Maintaining land that is home 
to bobolinks also helps other 
declining populations of grass- 
land birds including the Eastern 
meadowlark, according to the 
project. 

“It’s a great opportunity to be 
out,’ Henshaw said. “We encour- 
age people to use our trails. There 
is plenty of room to be able to 
have space amongst those who 
are using the property. There 1s 
plenty of room to step off the 
path and let others go by.” 

It is a working farm property, 
and that the ecological manage- 
ment is ongoing, and sometimes 


Joseph West, Prop. 
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visitors will see machinery on the 
property as that work is done, and 
there may land clearing activity 
as well. Henshaw said all work 
done on the property is part of 
a strict, long-term management 
plan in pursuit of the EQLT’s 
mission of preserving the natural, 
historical, agricultural and recre- 
ational character of the region. 

Mandell Hill is intended to be 
a model of ecologically sensitive, 
financially profitable and cultur- 
ally appropriate land use, and is 
supported with sustainable for- 
estry and other activities such as 
sugaring. 

For more information about 
the EQLT or its other properties 
throughout the area, go online to 
www.ealt.org. 


REMINDER: 


APRIL 30TH IS THE 
DEADLINE TO REMOVE 
STUDDED TIRES 


ORIGINAL TIRE CO. 


Support the local 
businesses that 
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Oakham 
Congregational 
cancels April services 


The Oakham Congregational Church will not hold 
Sunday worship services during the month of April to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Election information 

Town clerk Chris Mardirosian announced the 
last day to register to vote for the annual town 
election is Tuesday, April 28. Positions on the 
ballot include: a two-year term to the board of 
health; one position each to board of selectmen, 
board of assessors, board of health, library trustees, 
cemetery commission and school committee, all 
three-year terms and a five-year term to planning 
board. Nomination papers may be picked up during 
regular business hours at the town clerk’s office — 
Monday evenings from 6-8 p.m. and Fridays from 
10 a.m. to noon. A minimum of 20 registered vot- 
ers signatures is required. People may call the town 
clerk’s office at 508-882-5549, extension, 305 for 
more information. 

BSER shavings sale reminder 

Bay State Equine Rescue (BSER) will hold its 
spring shavings sale. Pick up will be Saturday, 
April 25 from 8:30 to 11 a.m. at Camp Marshall, 92 
McCormick Road, Spencer. Minimum order is ten. 
Cost is $4.90 per bale plastic wrapped up to 199 and 
$4.75 for 200 and up. Bale is 3.25 cubic feet com- 
pressed or 7.5 cubic feet loose. People may contact 
Sharon at 508-892-0233 or sah @baystateequinerescue. 
com. 





Fobes Memorial Library 
The Fobes Memorial Library will be closed to 
the public through the month of April at which time 
the situation will be re-assessed. Library staff will 
be available to answer calls and assist with digital 
resources. 


Listening Wellness 
Center offers remote 
appointments 


BARRE - Listening Wellness Center and the Yoga 
Studio are closed to clients until at least May 4. 

The after school program spring session is can- 
celled. Registrants will receive a separate email with 
updates in the coming week. 

Many providers are offering teletherapy sessions, 
online classes or workshops and other virtual services. 
People may keep in touch with their provider and join 
the Facebook page for regular updates. Many services 
are free or covered by insurance. A Listening office 
staff is working remotely at listeningwellnesscenter @ 
gmail.com or people can leave a message at 978-355- 
3501. 

Several Listening therapists have already opened 
up spaces in their practices for TeleHealth, a form of 
online therapy appointments, and others are in the pro- 
cess of setting up TeleHealth options. These appoint- 
ments are face-to-face, live calls on a smart phone, 
tablet or computer in the convenience of one’s home. 
People can find a bio and picture of each practitioner 
on the website. The list contains pertinent information 
including their phone number and the insurances that 
they accept. 


Send your stories and photos 


to edowner@turley.com 





A Special Thank You 


To the people on the front line fighting 
the war against Covid-19. 


From the 280 teammates of Pete’s Tire Barns, Inc. serving 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Barre 
Gazette 





the transportation and farms of New England. 


(Trucks Move America) 


TIRE BARNS, Ine. 


www.petestire.com 


TO ADVERTISE IN THE BARRE GAZETTE, CALL TIM MARA AT 978-355-2254 
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7H CONID-A9 MASSES 
YEARNING TO 
BREATHE FREELY... 


SOCIAL SECURITY COLUMN Adventures of 


Gertrude the Cat 


About the dreaded 
“IRMAA” provision 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: About a month or two ago I was noti- 
fied that my Social Security was being reduced from 
$1,583 a month to about $1,283 a month, a $300 
deduction! They said it was because my income was 
over the limit on my last return. I filed my taxes “mar- 
ried - filing separately” because my wife has her own 
income. If we had filed jointly, I would not have had 
the reduction. My question is why wasn’t this told to 
us when we filed our income tax last year instead of a 
last-minute thing? I am a 77-year old and a 100 per- 
cent disabled veteran, which probably has no effect on 
this, but wanted to add that information. Any light you 
can shed on the matter will be very much appreciated. 

Signed: Irritated Senior 


Dear Irritated Senior: First, I want to thank you 
for your service to our country. Allow me to explain 
what I believe happened. Your net (not gross) Social 
Security benefit payment was probably reduced as 
a result of a rule known as “IRMAA” the “Income 
Related Medicare Adjustment Amount.” This is a sup- 
plement added to your Medicare Part B premium as a 
result of higher income and a higher Medicare premi- 
um would mean a lower net Social Security payment. 

Although filing your taxes separate from your 
wife does mean a lower income reported to the IRS 
for you, it also reduces the clip levels at which the 
IRMAA rule kicks in. For those who file income tax 
as an individual, IRMAA applies if your “provision- 
al” income from all sources, including IRA or 401(K) 
withdrawals and half of your Social Security benefits 
for the tax year, exceeds $87,000. 

For those who file taxes jointly as a married cou- 
ple, IRMAA apples if your combined income is 
more than $174,000. Incomes above those clip levels 
result in corresponding higher IRMAA premiums, up 
to a maximum of $491.60 (for 2020). So apparently 
your income for your filing status exceeded one of 
the higher IRMAA clip levels, which resulted in your 
monthly Medicare Part B premium going from the 
standard $144.60 to an IRMAA premium about $300 
higher. Note that if your income in a subsequent year 
falls below the IRMAA clip levels, your Medicare 
premium will also go down to the level appropriate 
for your more recent income level. 

As far as why you weren’t told this in advance, 
neither Medicare nor the IRS (nor any other 
Government agency) will advise you in advance on 
such matters; the onus is upon you (and your tax 
preparer or financial advisor) to understand the impli- 
cations of your income on your Medicare premium as 
well as your income tax obligation. You may want to 
speak to your tax advisor to see if there is a tax-filing 
option for eliminating the IRMAA. Once again, thank 
you for your service to our country, and I hope the 
above clarifies what happened to your Social Security 
benefit. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid- 
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accred- 
ited by the National Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 


Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 


TP MEASURES UP!! 


hey!! six feet away, you must keep your distance! 
I’m healthy, no virus, and building up resistance. 


take out one TP roll from your closet and give 
it a measure 
(and yes, quick, put it back in your 
secret-hoarded treasure). 
4 1/2 inches wide is how ours met the ruler 


then do some third-grade math - this couldn’t be cooler. 


roll after roll after roll after roll--16 in all you will need 
that’s 72 inches---hey!! that’s six feet, indeed!! 
so out and about? proudly tote your 16 rolls 
with great pride 


and be ready when someone crosses into the 
Healthy Divide. 


when folks stand too close and encroach in your zone 
set out your measuring rolls as you do ‘round your throne. 
have them respect the safe social-distance you need. 


and if they do, but they’re sad, and begin a 
thin-paper plead 


give them one roll as a favor---you’re making 
safety-zone friends 


(and we all know you have TP galore---you’ll be flush 
‘til this ends.) 


— Ron Gordon 
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5 years ago (April 2, 2015) 


Paul Rochette, finance com- 
mittee chair, told selectmen that 
enrollment at Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High School 
was up 40 percent for Oakham stu- 
dents. The Pathfinder school bud- 
get increased by 2 percent over 
last year. Because of the increased 
enrollment, Oakham’s assessment 
was much higher. He said the pre- 
liminary budget for the Quabbin 
Regional School District was 8.5 
percent higher than the previous 
year. 


Barre Assembly of Rainbow 
Girls recently held an installation. 
Beckie Ward was installed as the 
new Mother Advisor. 


This September, for the first 
time since he started kindergar- 
ten in the early 1960’s, Quabbin 
athletic director Ted Gumula 
will get the chance to sleep in on 
the first day of school. Gumula 
has announced he will retire at 
the end of this school year, end- 
ing an I|l-year tenure as the boss 
of Panther interscholastic sports. 
The 59-year-old Gumula said that 
he is ready to retire after spend- 
ing 37 years in education, the 
last 33 with Quabbin. “I’ve done 
what I had to do,’ Gumula said 
during a private sit-down with the 
Barre Gazette during the recent 
Clark Tournament. “The numbers 
worked out, and it is time to go. 
It’s a very time-consuming job, and 
I’ve done what I can do.” Gumula 
came to Quabbin in 1982 following 
four fresh-out-of-college years at 
Springfield Cathedral High School. 
He became the athletic director in 
2004, after spending several years 
as a game administrator under 
former AD Fran Cranston. In his 
11 years, Gumula has seen many 
changes; in 2006, Gumula brought 
about the Quabbin Athletic Hall of 
Fame — a place Gumula is sure to 
end up. 


10 years ago (April 8, 2010) 


Seven hundred sixty-five of the 
3,475 registered voters or 22 per- 
cent went to the polls to vote in 
the Barre Annual Town Election on 
April 5. Four hundred forty-three 
of the 1,805 registered voters in 
precinct | cast ballots and 322 
of the 1,670 voters in precinct 
2. There were three positions on 
the ballot with several challeng- 
ers: board of selectmen, Quabbin 
Regional School District (QRSD) 
Committee member (two positions) 
and constable (three positions). 
Incumbent Kathlyn M. Inman won 
a second three-year term to the 
board of selectmen with 457 votes 
(269 precinct | and 188 precinct 2). 


Hubbardston Center School stu- 
dents participated in the Pennies 
for Patients Campaign and col- 
lected over $1,000 to give to the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 
Mr. Boyer from the Barre Savings 
Bank generously supported the 
efforts of the students with a check 
matching the classroom whose stu- 
dents collected the most money. 


The newly-created, yet coveted 
title of Quabbin’s Funniest Person 
(People), was awarded to the 
Marshall-Skerry Show; a two-per- 
son comedy team of Quabbin 
Regional School District (QRSD) 








LOOK BACK 
Ruggles Lane Spelling Bee Winners - 1990 
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Turley Publications File Photo 


The 65th Annual Spelling Bee, sponsored by the Friday 
Club at Barre’s Ruggles Lane School on May 4, featured 
the linguistic talents of 16 fifth and sixth graders. After 
preliminary contests were held, 12 students advanced 
to participate in the event. The overall winners are pic- 
tured above, and they are from left: Amy Bentley (second 
prize), Marissa Mertzic (third prize) and Paul Kittredge 


(first prize). 





Superintendent Dr. Maureen 
Marshall and QRSD financial 
manager Stacey Skerry. Together 
they stole the show and wowed the 
judges with a winning comedy per- 
formance before a crowded house 
at Eagle Hill School in Hardwick 
on April Fool’s Day. Competing 
against the likes of State Rep. Anne 
Gobi, WCRN radio station man- 
ager Chris Thompson and Eagle 
Hill’s Harold Burnett, the Marshall 
Skerry Team did a parody of parent 
expectations of gifted children, fol- 
lowed by the superintendent’s show 
of “New School Rules.” Quabbin’s 
Funniest Person Comedy Show 
was sponsored by the Quabbin 
Education Foundation for Students 
and Teachers (QUEST). 


25 years ago (April 6, 1995) 


Selectman Arlene Betteridge 
recently returned form “Americana 
°95,” an environmental trade show 
and conference held in Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada. She and her hus- 
band are owners of Moore and 
Kling in Northboro, a firm that 
does system wide analyses of unac- 
counted-for water. Betteridge was 
chosen as a trade mission dele- 
gate to represent New England at 
the conference, and was the only 
woman to be selected. 


The Hubbardston Council on 
Aging has received a $400 grant 
from the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council to be used to purchase 20 
season tickets for Mt. Wachusett 
Community Theater. The price of 
the ticket is $32.50, and $20 of this 
will be covered by the grant. The 
participants must pay $12.50. 


Jennifer Bockus, a 1994 gradu- 
ate of Quabbin Regional Middle- 
Senior High School, is one of 
five freshmen that contributed 
to a successful season for the 
Clark University Cougars basket- 
ball team. The Cougars finished 
the year with a 19-8 season that 
included a trip to the NCAA 
Division HI National Tournament. 
This was Clark’s sixth appearance 
in the tournament, and its 16! 
consecutive post-season tourna- 
ment bid. Bockus played in all 
27 Cougars games, and made 32 


of 94 field goals attempted, giv- 
ing her a .340 field goal percent- 
age. She has a .667 free-throw 
percentage. She is the daughter 
of Keith and Deborah Bockus of 
Hubbardston. 


38 years ago (April 7, 1982) 


Michael Como, Jr. of 
Hubbardston, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael Como, Sr. received 
his Eagle Award, the high- 
est award in Boy Scouts, in cer- 
emonies held at the Evangelical 
Congregational Church. Como 
earned the badge last June, and 
the Court of Honor, or formal pre- 
sentation, was made Tuesday by 
Daniel Baker, field executive of 
the Monadnock Council; Thomas 
Comiskey of the Monadnock 
Council; and Hubbardston Boy 
Scout Leader Hiliary Scott, Jr. 
He received congratulatory letters 
from President Ronald Reagan, 
Sen. Robert Wetmore (D-Barre), 
and Rep. Henry Grenier of Barre. 
Grenier attended the Court of 
Honor and offered personal con- 
gratulations. Como graduated from 
Montachusett Regional Vocational 
Technical High School in June 
1981. He and his father are partners 
in an automobile sales and repair 
business. Como was a Cub Scout 
and joined Boy Scouts at age 10. 
To earn the Eagle Award, in addi- 
tion to completing a number of 
badges and going before a board 
of review, scouts must organize 
and complete a community proj- 
ect involving other scouts. Como’s 
project was refinishing the desks at 
Center School. 


Last Saturday, April 3, Walter 
Zelnia, New Braintree Road, 
Oakham, received the Boston Post 
gold headed cane, symbolic of the 
oldest person in town, at a small 
reception on the Senior Lounge in 
the Town Hall. This was attended 
by about fifty relatives and friends. 
Refreshments were served by the 
Council on Aging. Walter was 
born in Vilna, Poland, on a date 
about which there seems to be a 
little uncertainty, but the year in 
the town clerk’s census records is 


See PAST PAGES, page 5 


By Ruth Robinson 


Dear Folks, 

I have been staying home 
like all folks have been ordered 
to do. Wait a minute, I am 
home and have been for quite 
some time. It is Missy that has 
to stay hoe now and she is driv- 
ing me crazy. I am not under 
her foot; she is under mine and 
curbs my mischievous times. 

She has been sewing away 
to pass the time, but she has 
decided to do her washing this morning. Good, that 
will give me time to mess up the papers while she is 
down cellar putting the clothes in the washer. 

She put two catalogs on top of the papers this 
week, which makes it fun for me to mess things up as 
those slide around better. 

Oh, oh, here she comes so I[’Il pretend I am drink- 
ing some water and having a late snack. Yep, she went 
right into the sewing room and didn’t see my mess. 

I think I will go watch the birdies for a while. 
Yesterday, Missy said there were robins in the yard, 
but today with the snow all I see is little ones at the 
feeder. 

The wash is done so Missy is going back to put 
the clothes in the dryer. [ll just check out the sewing 
room while she is gone. Well, what do you know? 
There is a cord with a plug on it lying on the floor. 
Pll just pick it up and take it to the kitchen. Whoops, 
something just hit me on my back. Ouch, I forgot 
there was also a plug for the sewing machine attached. 

I hear Missy coming so I'll just have a nap in her 
bedroom. Oh, no, Missy washed the sheets and the 
blankets are on the floor. So I guess you know I have 
to jump up on them and then snuggle down — any- 
thing to keep out of Missy’s way. 

I wonder if other cats are having troubles with 
their mistresses being home all the time. Try to stay 
healthy people and wash your hands. That’s what I am 
doing with my paws. 

Love, 

Gertrude 





2020 Turley 
Election Policy 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more out 
from the election. All candidates running in both con- 
tested and uncontested races are asked to submit their 
statements to the editor to include only biographical 
and campaign platform details. Total word count for 
statements is limited to between 300-500 words max- 
imum. Please include a photo. We will not publish 
any statements of candidacy inside the four weeks 
from election threshold. To publish any other cam- 
paign publicity during the race, please contact our 
advertising representatives. We also do not allow 
personal attacks against other candidates or political 
parties in statements of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers. 

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or dis- 
cussing campaign issues are limited to three total per 
author during the election season. No election letters 
will appear in the final edition before the election. We 
reserve the right to edit all statements of candidacy 
and letters to the editor to meet our guidelines. 





Turley 
Publications 
Letters to 
the Editor 
Policy 


The Barre Gazette (USPS 
044560) is published 
every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax (413) 289-1977. 

POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


EDITOR 
Ellenor Downer 
edowner@turley.com 


STAFF WRITER 


Vettcns ms tomtne 
editor should be 
350 words or less in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin- 
ions will be pub- 
lished. We require let- 
ter writers to include 
his or her town of 
residence and home 
telephone number. 
We must authenti- 
cate authorship prior 
to publication. We 
reserve the right to 
edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed 
to be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of 
character and offen- 
sive language. All 
unknown or alleged 
facts and quotations 
offered by the author 
need to cite credi- 
ble, unbiased sourc- 
es. Send letters to: 
Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005 or via email to 
edowner @turley.com. 
The deadline for sub- 
missions is Friday at 
noon. 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Tim Mara 
tmara@turley.com 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
sports@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@ Barre Gazette 


WEB 
www.barregazette.turley.com 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 


Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 


















































Serenity Hill Sampler 


by Jane McCauley 















































Did anyone April Fool you? It 
would be nice if the virus was an 
April Fool, but we are not so lucky. 
How have you been observing the 
shut down and staying home. I 
finally took my watercolors out and 
am working on more cards. I did 
make a couple of facemasks in case 
[I have to go to a store for food. 

Each day I call a couple of my 
friends to check on them. It also 
gives me someone to talk to. It can 
be very stressful talking to one self. 

Because we had several nice 
warm days with no wind, I was 
able to get a lot more done on the 
gardens raking out the leaves and 
edging them. [ still only have snow 
drops in bloom, but the spring 
bulbs are coming through. We had 
four inches of snow, but it melt- 
ed quickly. I call it “Poor Man’s 
Fertilizer.” 


Here is a recipe that may bring 

some happiness to your family. 
APPLE CRUMB PIE 

1 unbaked pastry shell 

6 apples, sliced 

1/2 cup sugar 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1/4 teaspoon nutmeg 

1/4 teaspoon cinnamon 

1/4 cup honey or light corn 
syrup 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 


Place apples in pastry shell. Blend 
together other ingredients and 


spoon over apples. 
TOPPING 
6 tablespoons butter, melted 
1/2 cup light brown sugar 
1/4 cup flour, sifted 
1/2 cup chopped pecans 


Blend together ingredients and 


sprinkle over the top of the pie. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes. 


This and That 

My friends keep sending me 
jokes to cheer me up. Here is 
one that made me smile. A sign 
near the rest room of a restaurant 
said, “Men to the left with an 
arrow pointing left and women 
are always right with an arrow to 
the right.” My comments would 
be if only men knew that they 
would be so much happier. Have 
a great day and keep washing the 
hands with hot water and soap. 

Here is another bit of advice 
that was given to me. If you 
have to go out in public, use 
your left hand to open doors and 
things you have to touch like 
food in the grocery store so if 
you happen to touch your face 
you normally would use your 
right hand. Stay healthy and 
safe. 


Garden space worthy of personalizing 


sorizing my garden as I do plant- 

ing it! With the amount of statu- 
ary, bird baths, sun dials and metal 
work seen popping up at nurseries 
and garden centers these days I know 
I am not alone. What is your per- 
sonal fancy? Perhaps you decorate 
your vegetable or flower gardens for 
functional reasons or maybe to add a 
formal flair to your landscape. Still 
some of you may choose an outdoor 
venue to let your whimsical side 
shine through. Whatever the case 
may be, garden art is the rage. What 
better time than now to dream about 
our outdoor spaces? 

Who would have thought that the 
lowly scarecrow, born from the rag 
pile, would rise to such high esteem 
to claim a space in suburban gar- 
dens? Not surprising, considering 
our love of all things folksy. Some 
of us still fashion scarecrows for the 
reason they were intended: to keep 
critters out of the vegetable patch. To 
be most effective they should move 
about the garden. My dad had an 
ingenious idea for making the scare- 
crow portable. Fabricate the base to 
which the clothes are attached out of 
piping (metal or PVC) rather than 
wood. Then, in several garden hot 
spots bang rebar or wooden dowels 
into the ground. The scarecrow can 
now be moved easily by slipping its 
base over the rebar or dowel. 

Many of us prefer to lure wild- 
life, namely birds and butterflies, 
to our gardens by providing them 


have almost as much fun acces- 


HOSPITALS, 


continued from page 1 


Health hospitals. 

There are exceptions, at the 
discretion of Baystate Health, 
of one parent or guardian for a 
patient under the age of 18, one 
birthing partner for a patient in 
labor, one person at a time for a 
hospice or end of life patient, one 
clergy member for an end of life 
patient and one caretaker for a 
completely depending patient. 

Seeking medical attention 

Holyoke Medical Center advis- 
es people with symptoms to call 
their primary care provider and/ 
or go to the center and follow 
signs labeled for fever, cough and 
flu symptoms, which lead to the 
Emergency Room. 

Dr. Armando Paez, Chief of 
Infectious Diseases at Baystate 
Health, added that “approximately 
80 percent of COVID-19 are mild 
infections. 

“However, this can be a serious 
infection requiring hospitaliza- 
tion for some, particularly in the 
elderly and those with diabetes, 


PAST PAGES, 


continued from page 4 


1891 which makes him 91 
years old, clearly the old- 
est man in town. 


David Newell, a senior 
at Quabbin Regional 
High School will attend 
Assumption College 
next fall. He has select- 
ed social rehabilitation 
as his area of study and 
hopes to become a coun- Reg. 
selor. The son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Newell of 
Elm Street, Barre, David 
was active in soccer, bas- 
ketball, and the baseball 
teams, the junior supper 
committee, Spanish club, an, 
senior bazaar, yearbook 
staff, American Legion 
Baseball and Babe Ruth 
Baseball. 


heart and lung disease,” he said. 


with attractive hous- 
ing and a source of 
fresh water. For bird- 
houses to be func- 
tional insure they 
have a sloped roof to 
shed water, a perch 
or other area of trac- 
tion near the entrance 
hole, and a removable 
wall or roof for easy 
cleaning. Birdbaths are 
commonly made of 
ceramic, terra cotta or 
stone. More shallow baths are made 
for butterflies, usually with a raised 
sipping station in the center of the 
basin. Give each a good scrub under 
fresh water daily to prevent bacterial 
growth and algae build up. 

One way to achieve a formal look 
in your garden is to include some 
statuary. These days it need not 
be expensive, either. Many garden 
centers now carry nice (and light- 
weight!) pieces made out of resin. 

Take into consideration the sym- 
bolic meanings attached to many of 
our favorite figurines before making 
your selection. Linda Joan Smith’s 
book entitled “Garden Ornament” 
offers these suggestions: The acorn 
stands for life and fertility, whereas 
an urn with its lid means death and 
mourning. A statue of man’s best 
friend is no doubt a symbol of fideli- 
ty and acts as guardian of the garden. 
Doves mean love and constancy, and 
cherubs are a sure sign of divine wis- 
dom. Don’t forget St. Fiacre, he is 


IN THE 


SHEEN 





Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 


attack, 


the patron saint of gar- 
deners! 

Sundials add a time- 
less formality to our gar- 
dens. Did you know that 
sundials have been made 
since the 16th century? 
I imagine it was long 
before that, however, 
that man began planning 
his day by the shadows 
of the sun. Sundial time 
and our “clock time” are 
exactly the same only 
four days out of the year: April 15, 
June 15, Sept. | and Dec. 24. The 
easiest way to accurately set your 
sundial is to hope for sun on any of 
those days and position it to read 
standard time. Sundials aren’t cor- 
rected for daylight savings! 

There have been lots of posts late- 
ly geared at keeping the kids busy 
during their sojourn from school. I 
saw some whimsical painted stones 
that looked cute enough to try our- 
selves. Cactus, ladybug or frog? 
Which will we attempt to replicate? 


Roberta McQuaid graduat- 
ed from the Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, 
she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley. 
com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 


stroke, and other medi- 


Materials that may have been 
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In My Backyar d by Ellenor Downer 





Massachusetts Audubon 
Society reported a sighting of a 
marsh wren in Canton on March 
aU 

The marsh wren is five inches 
long. It is a secretive bird with a 
brown back with white streaks, 
its crown is dark brown and it 
has a white eyebrow. It has a 
white throat and breast with a 
pale belly. It has white on the 
underside of its tail. 

It inhabits marshy areas as its 
name implies. It prefers marsh- 
es with tall cattails and rush- 
es. In spring, the male does a 
flight display on his territory. 
He flies up, then flutters gradu- 
ally down or giving his rattling 
song. He also builds about five 
or six courtship nests of an outer 
shell of woven cattails. When the 
female arrives, she selects one of 
the nests and adds a lining or she 
may build a new nest herself. 

She then lays three to eight 
cinnamon brown eggs with dark 
spots. Marsh wrens are often 
polygamous with two or three 
females paired with one male. 

Black-capped chickadee 

I have a black-capped chicka- 
dee with a short tail. It probably 
lost its tail feathers to a predator. 
The short tail does not impede 
its ability to fly. If it was a pred- 
ator, it was lucky to be alive. The 
feathers will grow back. 

Birds in West Brookfield 

A West Brookfield couple has 
resident bluebirds. The bluebirds 
scold when they are late replen- 
ishing the mealworm supply. The 


foe 


couple also has American gold- 
finches, red-winged blackbirds 
and the usual birds. They had a 
pileated woodpecker recently. 
More bluebirds 

My son-in-law saw four blue- 
birds in his yard in Barre. He 
watched them perch in bush 
and fly to the ground to grab an 
insect. He also saw an American 
goldfinch, chickadees and a 
mourning dove at the feeder. 

Dark-eyed juncos 

I still have dark-eyed juncos 
coming to my feeder. Soon, they 
will fly north to their breeding 
area. They will return in the fall. 
Many birds indicate spring is 
here. Juncos on the other hand 
are a sign that winter is coming. 

Other Audubon sightings 





Paula Ouimette, the 
author’s daughter, 
drew this marsh wren. 


March 24 Massachusetts 
Audubon Society reported 400 
red-breasted mergansers, three 
piping plover, 110 sanderlings, 
25 Dunlin, four common Murres, 
275 razorbills, seven Iceland 
gulls and 385 red-throated loons 
at Race Point, Provincetown. 

Other sightings includ- 
ed a Ross goose in Newbury, a 
marsh wren in Canton, north- 
ern water thrush in Waltham and 
an orange-crowned warbler in 
Nahant. 

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe- 
rience by calling me at 413- 
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100 or emailing 
mybackyard88 @aol.com or 
edowner @turley.com. 


West Brookfield Asparagus Festival canceled 


WEST BROOKFIELD —- The 
West Brookfield Asparagus and 
Flower Heritage Festival, sched- 
uled for Saturday, May 16, has 
been canceled. 

An announcement, signed by 
co-chairmen Anne Garwood 
Hampp and Emily Day, mailed to 
vendors last week, stated, “Due to 
the recent declaration of the State 
of Emergency by Governor Charles 
Baker and the issuance of Global 
Pandemic by the World Health 
Organization of COVID-19, the 
West Brookfield Board of Health 
has officially cancelled all festi- 
vals, concerts and gatherings of 
more than 10 people in the town 
of West Brookfield until further 
notice. Unfortunately, this means 
that the West Brookfield Asparagus 
and Flower Heritage Festival will 


‘485 


$34959 


SAMSUNG 
GS” 4H TV 


Rey. "599** 


s4ggss 
403"° 
SMART IV 


5499323 


PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000 


wr WHITCO 


Check www.whitcosales for special coupon 


“Similar to the flu, symptoms may 
include fever, cough, and short- 
ness of breath two to 14 days 
after exposure. Symptoms can be 
mild to severe illness and result in 
pneumonia.” 

The medical team at Cooley 
Dickinson strongly recommends 
that everyone stay home, isolate, 
practice social distancing and 
maintain good hand hygiene. 

“That’s the best thing we 
can do to help decrease the 
transmission of the virus,” said 
MacGregor. 

Both facilities are in daily 
communication with local and 
State officials, the Massachusetts 
Hospital Association and other 
hospitals. 

Cooley Dickinson is also in 
touch with its parent hospital, 
Massachusetts General Hospital. 

“Conversations are about test- 
ing; supporting our workforce 
through this public health crisis; 
planning for a potential surge of 
patients as well as managing the 
daily operations of people who 
come to the hospital with heart 
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cal conditions that are not relat- 
ed to COVID-19. We are work- 
ing collaboratively across the 
region and the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts,” said MacGregor. 

MacGregor explained what 
symptoms mandate a hospital 
visit. 

“If someone is experiencing 
common symptoms of COVID- 
19 such as fever or cough, they 
should call their primary health 
care provider for guidance,” she 
said. “For their safety and the 
safety of others, please do not go 
to an urgent care clinic or emer- 
gency room unless you have been 
instructed to do so.” 

“Your primary care provid- 
er will give you instructions on 
how to get care without exposing 
other people to your illness. If you 
are experiencing life-threatening 
symptoms such as difficulty in 
breathing or pressure in the chest, 
please call 911.” 

Medical staff face shortage 

Hospitals and medical centers 
across the state are being also fac- 
ing a lack of supplies. 
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taken for granted last month have 
quickly become precious com- 
modities. Local facilities are pre- 
paring for the worst, and addition- 
al materials are needed. 

Holyoke Medical Center had 
adequate supplies as of March 
23, but Director of Marketing 
Rebecca MacGregor voiced con- 
cerns surrounding resupply. The 
hospital needs N-95 Masks and 
N-95, she said. 

However, used or homemade 
masks will not be accepted, 
MacGregor added. 

Cooley Dickinson Hospital in 
Northampton adopted a similar 
policy regarding “risky masks,” 
but urges residents to donate med- 
ical-grade Personal Protective 
Equipment. 

Acceptable donations include 
surgical or fluid shield N-95 
masks, googles, safety glasses, 
disposable gowns, hand sanitizer, 
bleach and Sani-Wipes. 

Provisions can be dropped 
off at Cooley Dickinson’s North 
Entrance, Monday through Friday, 
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 


WHITGOMWITEREMAINOGRENEM Gr Gauclmiun-ssciielmcnuile 
If you need anything please stop in or call 508-885-9343. 


Washers, dryers, refrigerators, dishwashers, stoves, freezers for same-day 
pickup or next-day delivery and of course toys and bikes for the kids! 


MATTRESS 
SALE 


We are taking extra 
precautions to keep our 
cherished customers and 
employees safe during 
this difficult time. 
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www.whitcosales.com, 
call, or come in! 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Bond villain Mikkelsen 39. Excessively theatrical 
5. A team’s best pitcher 
8. French river 
12. Mountain nymph 

(Greek) 

14. City of Angels airport 
15. Military force 
16. Scrawny 


18. Value 


19. One billionth of a 
second (abbr.) 

20. highly seasoned 
sausage 


21. Trouble 
22. Prong 


23, Showing varying 


colors 


26. Cloaked 
30. Renters sign one 
31. Acquires 
32. Type of language 


(abbr.) 


33. Partner to pains 
34, Third portion of the 


be canceled for this year. We hope 
that decisive actions like these at 
our local and national level will 
help to stem the spread of COVID- 
19. 

We hope to see your applica- 
tions again in 2021, in the mean- 
time we hope you all stay safe 
and healthy during these uncertain 
times.” 

The festival, celebrating what 
would have been its twentieth 
year, has been, since its incep- 
tion, a highly popular springtime 
event, attracting thousands to the 
West Brookfield town common 
for a day of celebration of food, 
music, children, animals, and more 
than a hundred vendors of every- 
thing asparagus, earthy and artis- 
anal, all in the name of Diederick 
Leertouwer. 


Leertouwer served as a Dutch 
ambassador to Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire; he lived in 
a home on the common in West 
Brookfield and, according to local 
history, brought asparagus to 
America in 1794. 

Amy Dugas, a director of 
the festival since its early years, 
expressed her regret over the can- 
celation, but reminds all friends, 
visitors and vendors that the fes- 
tival will appear next year on the 
third Saturday in May. 

”We’re saddened by the news, 
saddened by the problem that’s 
gripped the world. But we’re look- 
ing forward to the time next year 
when it’s all behind us, and we 
can welcome everyone back to this 
special day in West Brookfield,” 
Dugas said. 


The Barre Gazette is on 
Facebook. 
Log on today and follow us. 
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Small intestine 


actor 

42. \nfraction 

44. Classical music for the 
stage 

46. Slogged 

47. One who terminates 

49. Breakfast is an 
important one 

50. Moved earth 

51. Medical procedures 

56. Genus of clams 

57. Not well 

58. Comparative figure of 
speech 

59. Covered thinly with 


60. Principle underlying 
the universe 

61.A parent's sisters 

62. Professional 
engineering group 

63. Coniferous tree 

64. Impudence 
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CLUES DOWN 

1. Female parents 

2. Region 

3. Transaction 

4. Heroic tale 

5. Of algae 

6. Luminous intensity unit 

7. Uncovers 

8. French commune 
name 

9. Poisonous gas 

10. Pearl Jam’s bassist 

11. Horse groom in India 

13. Destroyed 

17.A way to alter 

24, Promotional materials 

25. American state 

gold 26. Extinct flightless bird 
of New Zealand 

27. “Modern Family” 
network 

28. Last or greatest in 
an indefinitely large 
series 

29. Exercise system __-bo 
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35. Type of bulb 

36. Opposite of beginning 

37. Utilize 

38. Type of student 

40. Deficiency of moisture 

41. Areas of the eye 

42. Select 

43, Sheets of floating ice 

44. Priests who act as 
mediums 

45. Roof of the mouth 

47. Unnatural 

48. Illuminated 

49. There are three 
famous ones 

92. Large, fast Australian 
birds 

53. “Dracula” heroine 
Harker 

94. Subsititutes (abbr.) 

55. Tax 

62. IEEE 

63. Yew 

64. Sass 
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Postponements and cancellations { 


due to the coronavirus pandemic 


MOC CFCE temporarily sus- 
pended playgroups and other fam- 
ily events until at least April 7. 
Governor Baker declared a state of 
emergency hoping to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus across 
the Commonwealth. The Parent 
Child Plus program will contin- 
ue to operate with your Early 
Learning Specialist continuing to 
visit with enrolled. 


North Brookfield Savings Bank 
postponed its free five-week finan- 
cial literacy program, which was 
scheduled from April 2 through 
April 30. 


North Brookfield Savings Bank 
postponed its free homebuyers and 
brews homebuyers’ night sched- 
uled for April 30 at Oakholm 
Brewing Co. in Brookfield. 


Massachusetts 4-H programs, 
activities and club meeting are 
cancelled until further notice. 
This includes advisory councils, 
fair boards, horse advisories and 
events. Groups are allowed to 
meet virtually. 


Oakham Congregational 
Church postponed its breakfast 
and annual Easter Egg hunt, both 
scheduled for April 4. If the situ- 
ation improves the breakfast and 
egg hunt may be rescheduled for 
after Easter. 


Oakham Congregational 
Church will not hold Sunday wor- 
ship service April 5. 


Hubbardston Senior Center, 7A 
Main St., Hubbardston is closed 
until at least Tuesday, April 7. 
The eggs will still be available 
Thursdays at the same time and 
produce will still be available 
Wednesdays and Fridays with 
pickup u outside. People may call 
the senior center at 978-928-1400, 


TOWN ELECTION, 


continued from page 1 


take a vote to postpone tonight 
as the election next Monday. 
Selectmen Dylan Clark and Urban 
both voted to postpone the elec- 
tion, but they did not set a date. 
Selectman Clark said whenever the 
election would be held he encour- 
aged people to vote by absentee 





Serves 5-6 People. 
All served with Garlic Bread 
1. Chicken Parmigiana over Pasta 
2. Baked Cheese Tortellini 
3. Baked Cheese Ravioli 
4. Baked Penne Pasta 


Family Style Dinners $99 Q5 : 





J] &J Family 


815 Worcester Rd., (Route 122), Barre 


extension 211 with any questions. 


Friends of the Stone Church 
in Gilbertville postponed the 
silent film “Peter Pan” on April 
18. Updates will be posted at 
FriendsoftheStoneChruch.org. 


The Gardner Museum, fol- 
lowing recommendations from 
local and state health officials and 
American Alliance of Museums 
guidelines in response to ongo- 
ing COVID-19 prevention mea- 
sures, will be closed to the public 
effective immediately until at least 
April 7. 


Stage on Main, 17 South Main 
St., Orange has suspended all 
events until at least April 7 as a 
precaution against COVID-19. 


Fobes Memorial Library in 
Oakham will be closed to the pub- 
lic until at least April 7, a which 
time the situation will be reas- 
sessed. Library staff will be avail- 
able to answer calls and assist with 
digital resources. 


All Barre Town Buildings will 
be closed to the public, except 
by appointment and include the 
Henry Woods Building, Woods 
Memorial Library, the Council on 
Aging (senior center), old Town 
Hall, the public safety building, 
fire stations and DPW. Please call 
an office before visiting in many 
cases Staff is able to assist over 
the phone or by mail. Meals on 
Wheels program and wellness 
checks for seniors will continue. 


The town of Hubbardston 
is closing all town buildings to 
the public until at least April 7. 
Offices will continue to provide 
services of the government to res- 
idents. The closure will result in 
the delivery of services remotely. 
All public safety operations will 


ballot or early voting as it would 
reduce the size of the gathering at 
the election. 

Emergency Management update 

Interim town administrator 
Heather Monro gave an emergen- 
cy management update. She said 
the Emergency Management Team 
that consists of the fire chief, police 
chief, a member of the Board 
of Health and herself meet on 


978-355-2122 
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11 Exchange Street, Barre ¢ 978-355-3536 


these 


continue. 


Theatre at the Mount (TAM) 
at Mount Wachusett Community 
College in Gardner has cancelled 
their production of “Beauty and 
the Beast, Jr.,’ scheduled for April 
5-10. Tickets purchased online 
will be refunded back to the cred- 
it card used for purchase, within 
30 days. Cash purchases will be 
refunded upon request by phone 
at 978-630-9388 or by email at 
box-office @mwcc.mass.edu. 


The Haston Free Public Library 
in North Brookfield library trust- 
ees decided to close the library 
effective immediately until at least 
April 7. Library staff will be on 
site for short periods Monday 
through Thursday to collect mail 
and respond to phone messages. 


April art exhibition hosted by 
the Hardwick Historical Society 
and featuring local artist Frank 
J. Bly scheduled for April 4 and 
5 at the Hardwick Town House, 
Hardwick Common, has been 
postponed indefinitely. 


East Quabbin Land Trust post- 
poned its 19th annual dinner and 


silent auction to Saturday, Sept. 
19, 


The American Red Cross can- 
celled its Heroes Breakfasts events 
scheduled for April 3 and April 9. 


The Asparagus Festival sched- 
uled for Saturday, May 16 on West 
Brookfield Common has been can- 
celled for this year. It will return in 
May 2021. 


EQLT rescheduled its accessi- 
ble trail workday to June 21. 


Barre American Legion 
Auxiliary cancelled its April 13 
meeting. 


Wednesdays. She said staff at the 
Henry Woods Building was flexing 
time so the number of people in the 
building was small. Whenever, pos- 
sible the staff works from home. 
Monro said she assigned online 
training at this time to staff. 

Selectman Urban said, “It would 
be nice to seek the peak in the cou- 
ple of weeks, but he was not hope- 
ful.” 





= 
-S 


Where is this? 








Turley Publications Photo by Ellenor Downer 
This week’s mystery photo is from Oakham. If any readers Know where this photo 
was taken, they may email edowner@turley.com or call the Barre Gazette at 413- 
967-3505, extension 100 with their answer by noon on Monday, April 6. The names 
of those that correctly guessed the location will appear in next week’s edition. Dick 
Clark, Sandy Fritscher, Bill Mucha and Judy Ruskowski correctly identified last week’s 
photo. Last week’s photo was a sign on the Common in front of the North Brookfield 
Congregational Church, Main Street (Rte. 67), North Brookfield. 


Second Chance Food Pantry helps pet owners 


EAST BROOKFIELD - 
Second Chance Animal Services 
wants Massachusetts food pan- 
tries to know the Second Chance 
Pet Food Pantry remains open 
for distributions to help pet own- 
ers in their communities. The 
program has been helping local 
food pantries for over 10 years, 
providing a helping hand for pet 
owners in difficult times. 

"This program is more 
important than ever,” says 
Second Chance CEO Sheryl 
Blancato. “We started our pet 
food pantry to help pet owners 
bridge the gap. Pet owners often 
cite a personal financial crisis 
when they call us to surrender 
their pet. Being able to direct 
them to the food pantry in their 
own town is an important tool to 
help keep pets in their homes.” 


Do I get my medicine, or do 
I get my cat’s food?” This ques- 
tion, overheard at a senior cen- 
ter many years ago, still echoes 
for Michelle Bertrand, who vol- 
unteers with several area food 
pantries. Bertrand helps pick 
up pet food distributions from 
the Second Chance Pet Food 
Pantry for programs in Rutland, 
Barre and Hubbardston. She told 
Second Chance staff she sees 
first-hand how the program is 
making a difference, particu- 
larly for area seniors on fixed 
incomes. 

Blancato expects the need 
to increase during the current 
COVID-19 crisis. Anyone inter- 
ested in donating to the pet food 
pantry can have pet food dona- 
tions sent directly through online 
retailers to Second Chance, 111 


Pizza Special 
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Restaurant | TRIAL courts, 


continued from page 1 


“continued” by the court. 

Also being continued are all 
jury trials. 

“All trials in both criminal 
and civil cases scheduled to 
commence in Massachusetts 
state courts between today and 
April 17, 2020, are continued 
to a date no earlier than April 
21, 2020,” according to the SJC, 
“unless the trial is a civil case 
where the parties and the court 
agree that the case can be decid- 
ed without the need for in-per- 
son appearance in court. Where 


a jury trial has commenced, 
the trial will end based on the 
manifest necessity arising from 
the pandemic and a new trial 
may commence after the public 
health emergency ends. 

Rest-assured, however, the 
SJC is keeping a running justice 
system, utilizing many other 
methods that others are using to 
communicate such as telephone 
teleconferencing, videoconfer- 
encing, email and other means. 

With clerks’ offices still 
open, individuals needing assis- 
tance can contact their respec- 
tive clerk’s office. 

The District Court in 


Northampton, part of the 
Northwestern Dzjstrict 
which includes towns like 
Belchertown and Ware, was 
temporarily closed as well. That 
closure included Hampshire 
County Superior Court. Both 
were scheduled to re-open on 
Tuesday, March 31. However, 
like Hampden’s courts, they are 
subject to the same in-person 
restrictions as the courts seeks 
to have as few people as possi- 
ble. 

In terms of criminal activ- 
ity, the courts are still pro- 
cessing and arraigning sus- 
pects. Arraignments have also 


Young Road, East Brookfield, 
MA O1515. The pantry is cur- 
rently requesting dry cat food. 

Second Chance is a non- 
profit 501c3 tax-exempt orga- 
nization that began in 1999 in 
East Brookfield and relies sole- 
ly on donations from grants 
to operate. The organization 
Operates an adoption center in 
East Brookfield, Community 
Veterinary Hospitals in North 
Brookfield, Springfield and 
Worcester. Second Chance helps 
over 40,000 pets a year through 
adoption, spay/neuter, veteri- 
nary care, community outreach, 
educational outreach programs, 
training, and a pet food pantry. 
For more information, people 
may visit Second Chance’s web- 
site at www.secondchanceani- 
mals.org. 


occurred remotely and through 
alternate means. 

For jurors, with jury service 
suspended, the Office of the 
Jury Commissioner is tempo- 
rarily closed. The people in the 
office are working remotely. 
All jurors with service sched- 
uled through April 7 have had 
their service cancelled. Anyone 
with service scheduled for 
April 7 are on standby status 
unless they have received a 
notice of cancellation from the 
court. 

For more information, call 
your local clerk’s office or go to 
WWw.mass. gov. 


We've learned a lot lately about what that 
means. Most importantly, we've been 
reminded of the strength and resilience 


within our community. 


As a community bank, we're pledging to 


support those around 


If you have questions, 


us IN new ways. 
concerns or feel 


that we can help, please reach out to our 


Customer Care Center at 800-322-8233, 
or visit countrybank.com/COVID19 for 


more information. 


1 Topping Pizzas 
Free 2 Liter Soda 


$17.00 


Small Grinder, 
fries, can of soda 


Eat In or 
Take Out 


Choices: Cooked Salami, Ham, Meatball, 
Chicken Salad, Pepperoni, Capicola 


tunes. 
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sticking together. 


— YOUR FRIENDS AT COUNTRY BANK 


y,icountrybank 





= sports@turley.com 


ES @turleysports 


Ei: acebook.com/turleysports 


SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 





By Karen A. Lewis 
Sports Correspondent 


BARRE - Over four decades 
ago Quabbin boys head basketball 
coach Dennis Dextradeur made a 
promise to himself that he’d be still 
be involved with basketball. 

Not only did he keep that prom- 
ise, after forty years of coaching 
Quabbin varsity basketball — his 
first 12 years with the girls’ team 
and the remainder of the 28 with 
the boys, Dextradeur has created 
a living legacy within the Panther 
basketball program. 

“Coach is a lifelong learner 
which has made him a tremendous 
lifelong teacher of the game,” said 
Quabbin boys’ basketball assistant 
coach Jason Ayer, who has been 
alongside Dextradeur since 1995. 
“IT have never met a coach more 
dedicated to the development of 
athletes. His ability to understand 
how to mold different personalities, 
grow individual skill levels and 
nurture strong relationships with 
the players have been three pil- 
lars of his success. He has always 
taught his assistants that you can’t 
coach a kid hard until they know 
you care.” 

The path Dextradeur traveled 
from when he pledged to stick with 
the sport that ultimately became a 
huge part of his life was an inter- 
esting one. 

Always a lover of sports — 
Dextradeur filled his childhood 
days with neighborhood whiffle 
ball, basketball at Boys Club and 
hard ball late in the day. 

However, it was basketball 
that kept his attention and when 
Dextradeur was cut from Quabbin’s 
high school team as a junior by 
Coach Mike Dymon, life could 
have taken a much different course. 

“Mike was a master teacher and 
motivator, I owe so much to his 
teaching, mentoring and friend- 
ship,’ said Dextradeur, who credits 
his mother and his father for being 
great influences. “Without Mike in 
my life I may have accepted failure 








Quabbin coach Dennis Dextradeur keeps his eyes on the game as Jared Kendall gets ready to 
shoot during a contest from the ’18-’19 season. 


and taken a different path.” 

One thing Dymon did was rec- 
ognize something in Dextradeur. 

“Coach Dymon always sup- 
ported me and selected me for the 
physical education award which 
meant a great deal to me and 
impacted positively my decision 
and college career to study physical 
education,” said Dextradeur, who 
went on to earn an undergraduate 
degree in physical education and 
a master’s in exercise science and 


physiology. “He inspired me to 
become better and never give up. 
He made the decision to cut me as 
a junior and it was the right one. I 
was not the best skilled player and 
needed to work harder and better 
to succeed. I needed to persevere.” 

Ironically the team Dextradeur 
was cut from, wound up win- 
ning the Wachusett League 
Championship in 1973, something 
that wouldn’t happen again for 
Quabbin for another 22 years until 


1995 when Dextradeur was at the 
helm as their coach. 

“That team was outstanding 
that year (1972-73), many of those 
players are still today my closest 
friends,” stated Dextradeur. “I 
made a promise to myself I would 
still be playing when none of them 
were any longer. It wasn’t that I 
was jealous or angry, it was just a 
promise that I made to myself that 
I needed to keep. I was instilled 
with the value to never blame any- 


Latest school closure threatens 
cancellation of spring tournaments 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


The extended school closure 
imposed by Gov. Charlie Baker 
last week has now called into 
question whether or not school 
will resume in the 2019-2020 
school year, but also whether or 
not there will even be a shortened 
regular season for spring sports in 
2020. 

Numerous schools have stu- 
dents chomping at the bit to get 
on fields and courts, but the latest 


closure extension threatens any of 
that from happening, as well as 
puts the postseason tournament in 
serious jeopardy. 

MIAA officials and the Board 
of Directors were scheduled to 
have another meeting to weigh 
guidance from the Tournament 
Management Committee about 
the prospect of having the tour- 
nament. 

The current plan was to open 
up practices for spring sports on 
Monday, April 27. Games could 
begin on Monday, May 4. 


Last week, Baker announced 
an extension of the school clo- 
sure to Monday, May 4. However, 
depending on how the pandemic 
numbers shake out, social distanc- 
ing orders could be lifted soon- 
er. Players could hit fields before 
school resumes much like they do 
during the summertime preparing 
for fall sports. 

While it remains a possibility, 
the MIAA has not discussed the 
possibility of the entire spring sea- 
son being cancelled. However, the 
board of directors did agree that if 


spring sports did not begin before 
April 27, there would be no tour- 
nament action. 

On March 26, the MIAA 
described the additional school 
closure as a fluid situation. The 
MIAA hopes to provide an update 
sometime this week. 

“Among TMC recommenda- 
tions to the Board is that if there 
iS a spring season start date of 
after April 27, there will not be 
an MIAA tournament,” the MIAA 


See SPRING SPORTS, page 8 


Summer Challenge announced for Thompson Speedway 


THOMPSON, Conn. 
-- Thompson Speedway 
Motorsports Park and Save 
The Purse jointly announced 
on Thursday that competitors in 
the NASCAR Weekly Racing 
Series Late Model division will 
have three, 50-lap feature races in 
2020 as part of a new Late Model 
Mid-Summer Challenge. 

A group of competi- 
tors joined together over the off- 
season to form Save The Purse, a 
group that has come up with addi- 
tional purse money through spon- 
sors and have put it towards these 
special events. The group is run by 
recognized racing crew member 
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Brad Martel. 

Each of the three events will 
pay $2,000 to the winner, $1,000 
for second and $750 for third. A 
full purse will be distributed to 
the top 25 competitors. The races 
will take place as part of the three 
standalone NASCAR Weekly 
Racing Series events scheduled 
for June 3, July 8 and Aug. 5. 

Thompson Speedway is com- 
mitted to the future of oval track 
racing and in 2020 has planned a 
six-race NASCAR schedule. With 
the addition of a night of double 
features for all five NASCAR divi- 
sions, competitors will have the 
chance to run seven feature races. 


These Late Model special 
events are going to be a must- 
watch for all race fans. 

“Watching a group of rac- 
ers come together and come up 
with funds to increase the purse 
is something special, and we are 
happy to work with them,” Terry 
Eames, the General Manager of 
Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park, said. “We’re looking forward 
to watching competitors race for 
this extra purse money while run- 
ning some extra laps. Fans won’t 
want to miss these special events.” 

“We were determined to come 
up with the best possible solu- 
tion to increase the purse value at 


Thompson in 2020,” Brad Martel, 
the Director of Save The Purse, 
said. “We’re looking forward to 
watching a competitive division 
competed in double their normal 
distance for some extra cash.” 

Sponsors included in the 
Mid-Summer Classic will be 
announced later. As part of 
these special night events, 
the NASCAR Weekly Racing 
Series Sunoco Modifieds, 
SK Light Modifieds, Limited 
Sportsman and Mini Stocks will 
join the action. 


See THOMPSON SPEEDWAY, 
page 8 
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Dextradeur celebrates 40 years of coaching — 





Photos by Karen A. Lewis 


Quabbin boys’ basketball coach Dennis Dextradeur goes over 
strategy with his varsity team during a scrimmage in 2018. 


one else. Do your best, and if that 
wasn’t good enough, then do it 
again a second time, and then again 
and again.” 

One of the absolute worst part 
of coaching for Dextradeur is hav- 
ing to make cuts. 

“T always want them back bet- 
ter, so never accept it and endeav- 
or to persevere,’ Dextradeur said. 
“That’s how I coped with my expe- 
rience. I try to teach that way.” 

Forever a Panther, Dextradeur 
had the opportunity to student 
teach in 1980 under science depart- 
ment chair Maureen Marshall, who 
eventually became the superinten- 
dent, and physical education chair 
Dymon. The same year he applied 
for the freshman boys’ basketball 
coaching job. 


See DEXTRADEUR, page 8 





Submitted Photo 
And oldie but a goodie pic- 
ture of Dennis Dextradeur, 
who celebrated his 40th sea- 
son of coaching basketball 
for Quabbin Regional High 
School this past winter. 


Avard to lead Valley 
Blue Sox in 2020 


HOLYOKE — Blue Sox 
President Fred Ciaglo announced 
today the hiring of Kate Avard and 
the team’s new General Manager. 

Avard, 22, will be return- 
ing to the Blue Sox organiza- 
tion after interning with the 
team during the 2016 season. 
The Easthampton, MA native, 
originally from Holyoke, is a 
graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst where 
she earned a B.S. degree in Sport 
Management from the Isenberg 
School of Management and a B.S. 
degree studying kinesiology from 
the School of Public Health and 
Health Sciences. 

“We’re very excited to 
appoint Kate as our new General 
Manager,” said Ciaglo. “Having 
previously served as one of our 
interns, she knows the culture and 
community-oriented mission of 
our organization. Given her edu- 
cation in sport management, Kate 
will bring strong business funda- 
mentals, creativity and a passion 
for baseball to the Blue Sox front 
office.” 

While at UMass Amherst, 
Avard served as the Intramural 
Special Events Assistant and held 
multiple internships within the 
Athletic Department. After gradu- 
ating from UMass Amherst, Avard 
enrolled in graduate courses study- 
ing athletic training and emergen- 
cy medicine at Boston University. 

Avard is eager to return to 
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Kate Avard 


MacKenzie Stadium and expand 
her role with the organization. 

“Growing up in Holyoke, I 
attended many Holyoke Giants 
games, then later Blue Sox games, 
with my family which is where I 
fell in love with the sport of base- 
ball,’ said Avard. I later interned 
with the team and saw firsthand 
the positive influence the team 
had on the local families and local 
community, similar to what I had 
personally experienced growing 
up,’ she added. 

“The Blue Sox reputation has 
grown tremendously over the past 
few years, making the team a sta- 
ple throughout Western Mass, said 
Avard. “Stepping into the role of 
General Manager, I hope I am able 
to build upon the relationship the 
organization has with the commu- 
nity and grow the team in the com- 
ing years.” 
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Sign-ups ongoing for Quabbin League Valley Wheel Baseball looking for new players 


REGION — The Quabbin 
Valley Over-30 Baseball League 
is seeking new players for 2020 
season. The league has six teams, 
several with open roster spots. 
Last year, the league voted to 
allow players age 28 and 29 to 
be able to join the league, though 
players under 30 are not eligible 
to pitch. The cost of the league 


DEXTRADEUR 


continued from page 7 


Principal Leo Sullivan and ath- 
letic director Mike Staiti instead 
both offered the role of rebuild- 
ing the girls basketball program 
and the varsity coaching job to 
Dextradeur. 

“They convinced Mike Dymon, 
my former teacher and mentor, 
to coach the girls’ junior varsi- 
ty team,” remarked Dextradeur. 
“Now my high school coach is 
coaching under me. It was the 
beginning of my internship, but I 
never knew it at the time. I had a 
safety net in cases where I might 
fail as a young coach — and a men- 
tor to coach the coach, you might 
Say.” 

The dozen years with the girls 
proved successful, and eventually 
it was time for Dextradeur to take 
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Solve the code to discover words related to customers. 
Each number corresponds to a letter. 
(Hint: 6 = e) 


25 20 21 9 26 4 


Clue: Gives financial support 


9 6 21 20 22 8 


Clue: Sale of goods 


25 18 9 5 11 20 24 6 


Clue: Buy something 


9 8 22 6 4 21 


Clue: Person using services of another 
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this season is $192. For return- 
ing players, sign-ups are extend- 
ed through May 1. New players 
can also sign up through this date 
with the draft currently set for 
May 2. The league hopes to begin 
play in early June. The season is 
15 regular season games plus at 
least one playoff game. A mod- 
ified schedule is being worked 


on new challenges when the boys 
varsity job opened up. 

“Interestingly, one begins to 
build relationships and those spe- 
cial bonds and relationships are 
what makes teaching and coach- 
ing so rewarding and fulfilling,” 
said Dextradeur, who went on 
to teach physical education at 
Quabbin until his retirement from 
the classroom several years ago. 
“And coaching is teaching. As I 
stayed longer, I began to appreci- 
ate and be so grateful for the stu- 
dent-athletes I had the privilege 
of knowing and leading. Now so 
many are coaching with me in our 
program or coaching a program of 
their own. Five of my assistants 
have advanced to become varsity 
head coaches.” 

One of Dextradeur’s former 
players Griffin Bennett, has been 
one of his assistants for the last 


on by league officials. Games are 
nine innings and metal (BBCOR 
-3) or wood bats are allowed. 
Fields locations are throughout 
Western Mass. For more infor- 
mation on the league, or if you 
are interested in registering, go to 
https://www.quabbinvalleybase- 
ball.org/. The league is also in 
Facebook. 


five years, starting the year after 
he graduated. 

“Dex as a coach is someone 
who brings out the best in his 
players, he always knows how 
hard he has to push to get the 
best out of them,” said Bennett, 
who played all four years of high 
school, as well as AAU basket- 
ball and on an international team 
that played in Scotland, all with 
Dextradeur as his coach. “He 
knows the players better than 
they know themselves in a lot 
of aspects of basketball, and he 
knows how to utilize each person 
to the best of their ability.” 

“Dex as a person is one of the 
most caring people I have ever 
met,” continued Bennett. “He has 
brought me all over playing bas- 
ketball, and as much as he taught 
me on the court, he has opened up 
many doors for me personally, pro- 


REGION — The Valley Wheel 
Over-30 Baseball League is seek- 
ing new players for the upcom- 
ing 2020 season, which is set to 
begin near the end of April. The 
league is seeking players ages 28 
and up. Players turning 28 this 
year are eligible. However, only 
players 30 and older can pitch. 
The league plays 15 regular sea- 


fessionally and really helped me 
grow into the person I am today.” 

Although there were numerous 
memories of Dextradeur regarding 
basketball, one in particular for 
Bennett was when he was a junior, 
hitting a game tying free throw 
and stealing an inbound pass to 
win the game against Marlboro. 

“After the game in the meet- 
ing with our team, Dex told me 
the reason I was able to make that 
free throw was because I missed 
the potential game winning free 
throw in the Clark Tournament 
Championship the season before,” 
said Bennett. “He told the team, 
to win in big situations, you have 
to lose in big situations, and that 
was a comment that has always 
stuck with me — sometimes you 
have to fail to succeed.” 

Quabbin athletic director 
Mark Miville has only known 


son games with games being held 
mostly on Sundays with a couple 
of weekday games thrown in the 
mix as well as a special Mother’s 
Day Saturday game in early May. 
The league is built on comrad- 
ery, fair play, and having a good 
time with friends. If interested 
in trying out, go to www.valley- 
wheelbaseball.com. The rules of 


Dextradeur personally for the 
five years he has been with the 
school, but had always known of 
Dextradeur with the stellar reputa- 
tion he has earned. 

“Dex is still coaching because 
he still can do it and does it at 
a high level,” said Miville. “He 
is always evolving with the game 
and today’s athlete. My biggest 
impression of him 1s that he cares. 
He empowers the upperclassmen 
to be leaders and control their own 
destiny through hard work.” 

Miville estimates Dextradeur’s 
record reaches over 450 wins 
(with the official records locked 
in his office during quarantine), 
but if you were to ask anyone, it’s 
not about the wins for the coach 
— although over Dextradeur’s 
career, his teams and staff have 
earned seven Mid-Wach League 
Championships, two Central 


the league and new player forms 
can be found on the site. For fur- 
ther information, you can contact 
the league’s commissioner, Jim 
Nason at wheell2 @comcast.net 
or call him at (413) 433-4308. 
Tryouts will be taking place in 
the early weeks of April, weather 
permitting, with a draft following 
the tryouts. 


Mass. District titles, were a state 
championship finalist, and have 
won three Clark Tournaments. 

Dextradeur has also coached 
seven USA teams over in Europe, 
watched 17 players continue bas- 
ketball in college and coached 
eight of the ten 1,000-point scor- 
ers in Quabbin’s history. 

But at the end of the day, for 
Dextradeur, it all comes down to 
the team, the coaches and the fam- 
ily they become when they sign up 
for the basketball journey. 

“They know we are all one 
family and will be treated that 
way and always welcomed back 
as family,” concluded Dextradeur. 
“IT enjoyed a better career play- 
ing basketball beyond high school 
than during it because I perse- 
vered. That is a lesson plan I try 
to instill in everyone that comes 
out to play this game.” 


WORD SCRAMBLE 


Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to customers. 


YLALO 


JUL 


[DKOT “samsuy 


Guess Wha? 


lam an actor born in Germany on 
April 2, 1977. My parents relocated to 
the Republic of Ireland when | was two 
to open a restaurant. | eventually found 
my way into acting, and audiences 
were first introduced to me in “Band of 
Brothers.” I’ve made many other popular 
movies since then. 
Aapuagssvy JaDYIIPY -AaMsuy 
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WORDS 


AGENT 
ATTENTION 
BUSINESS 
CONSISTENCY 
CUSTOMER 
ESCALATION 
ETIQUETTE 
EXPERIENCE 
FOLLOW-UP 
IMPACT 
IMPROVE 
LOYALTY 
MANAGEMENT 
METRICS 
PERCEPTION 
PERFORMANCE 
PRIORITY 
QUALITY 
REPEAT 
RESOLUTION 
SATISFACTION 
SERVICE 
SHOPPING 
SUPPORT 
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards. 


| [sts] | | | is} — 
ted | | yt 
a] | ft fats} jolt 
2t | | jol7t | ft 


{6} | | ttt 4 
4{3t q [at ttt 
S{st fot | ttt 
Sst ttt | Tt te 
—i7] tt fast 


ANSWERS WILL BE IN NEXT WEEKS PAPERS 








Websites for Kids 


WEBSITE ADDRESS ec ccsecseceeeseeseenee AUDIO 
Storytime Online www.storylineonline.net Yes 
Read to Me readtomelv.com Yes 
We Give Books wegivebooks.org No 
Starfall Starfall.com Yes 
Barnes& Noble barnesandnoble.com/u/online 
Storytime -storytime-books-toys/379003588/ Yes 
TumbleBooks tumblebooks.com/tcpclibrary.org/ 

tumblebooks.htm Yes 
International Childrens 
Digital Library en.childrenslibrary.org/ No 
ABCya! abcya.com Yes 
Stornynory www.storynory.com Yes 
National Geographic ngexplorer.cengage.com/ 
Young Explorers ngyoungexplorer/index.htm| Yes 
Oxford Owl www.oxfordowl.co.uk Yes 


A Break 


ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20 

Things are not always what they seem, 
Aries. Keep this in mind when dealing or 
working with people you have never met. 
It may take some time to figure things 
out. 

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, asking a bunch of questions may 
not unveil the answers you were hoping 
for. You may not be asking the right ques- 
tions. Keep forging ahead. 

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

The ability to listen is an important skill, 
Gemini. This ability is especially valuable 
when others come to you for advice. Lis- 
ten intently and do your best to help. 
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, even if things do not entirely 
make sense this week, you can glean 
certain bits of information here and there 
that can help you to paint the bigger 
picture. 

LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23 

Leo, imitation is the highest form of 
flattery. Keep a keen eye on someone you 
admire at work, and then try to mirror 
this person in your actions. 

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 

Virgo, certain responsibilities may seem 
like a drain on your time. But right now 
you are not seeing how even small tasks 
can add up to big results in the end. 
Remain patient. 

LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23 

Libra, certain battles cannot be won no 
matter how hard you try. Do not focus 
unnecessary energy on things that cannot 
be scaled. Direct your focus to more 
inportant projects. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 

A project you started may come to a 
screeching halt, Scorpio. This does not 
mean you should abandon it entirely. It 
just means you will have to take a brief 
hiatus and restart. 

SAGITTARIUS — Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, people naturally want to be 
around you, but sometimes you need to 
take a step back and focus on yourself. 
Clear your schedule for some personal 
time this week. 

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 

Spring is a time of new beginnings, Cap- 
ricorn. You may be presented with several 
new opportunities. Travel, a new job or 
even expanding your family may be in 
the cards. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 
Aquarius, even if you do not have all the 
answers, you can take steps that address 
many of the changes that have occurred 
in your life lately. 

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 

Channel your creativity into projects that 
let you express yourself, Pisces. Artwork, 
writing and crafting are a few examples. 


SPRING SPORTS continued from page 7 


website states. “This recommendation, as well as a 
plan to save a spring season for MIAA student-ath- 
letes will be the substance of a March 30 Board 
meeting.” 

This recent news from the Governor is surreal. 
The MIAA will continue to monitor this fluid situ- 
ation and provide updates regarding spring sports as 
soon as they are made available. Thank you all for 
your flexibility, understanding and patience. Support 
and guidance to our schools, student-athletes and to 
you, our membership, is priority during this uncer- 
tain time. 

The spring season has been delayed in the past 
due to late winter snow that specifically shuts down 
baseball and softball games till the second or even 
third week of April. But there has never been a shut- 
down of action this lengthy. 

However, last year, constant rain did wreak havoc 
on the regular season. In all there was a week of 
delay to start the season, plus more than a dozen full- 
fledged rain days that postponed action throughout 
the spring and resulted in an additional week being 
added to the regular season. 

If spring sports are able to commence on April 27, 
the regular season would be extended out until June 
10, with playoffs to follow in the two weeks after 
that. 

The spring season includes the most number of 
sports played in the least period of time, usually 
about eight weeks. Spring sports include: Baseball, 
softball, boys lacrosse, girls lacrosse, girls track, 
boys track, boys tennis, girls tennis, and boys volley- 
ball. 

Athletes have been shut down since March 10 
during the state tournament week. Spring practices 
never happened. 


THOMPSON SPEEDWAY, 


continued from page 7 


Thompson Speedway also runs in the Late Model 
program under American Canadian Tour rules, and 
in 2020, will also be part of the New England Late 
Model Challenge Cup. Thompson is one of five 
tracks in the program — one that will have all sched- 
uled weekly Late Model events eligible to receive 
points towards winning the Cup. ACT will take the 
10 best finishes for each registered driver across all 
five tracks and count it towards the drivers totals, 
with a special points system in place based on a driv- 
er’s feature finishes and event car counts, with bonus 
points for wins and cars passed. With the three events 
paying additional purse, these could be races that 
drivers across New England elect to attend to earn 
crucial points. 

With COVID-19 sweeping through the United 
States, Thompson officials have been forced to 
update the 2020 schedule. Currently, the 46th annual 
Icebreaker presented by Liquid Death is tentatively 
scheduled for May 15-16. A full schedule of post- 
poned events will be released later. 

For more information on Thompson Speedway 
Motorsports Park, visit thompsonpeedway.com and 
follow the track on social media. 





SEND US YOUR SPORTS PHOTOS 


Have you taken photos at a local sports event 
and want to see them published in this paper? 





Email your image(s) with description to: 
sports@turley.com 





Obituary 


William “Billy” Mortell, 30 


BARRE — William “Billy” 
Mortell, 30, passed away unex- 
pectedly on March 21, 2020. 

He leaves his parents, Daniel 
and Maureen Mortell; his grand- 
father, Daniel J Mortell and 
grandmother Mary O’Donnell; 
siblings, Maggie Bentley, 
Adam, Nick and Travis Mortell, 
Haley, Dominic, Bella and Enzo 
Maragioglo, Xavier Bransfield 
and Ryan Carroll; many aunts 
and uncles and their families; 
plus countless friends and loved 
ones. He is predeceased by his 
grandmother, Lois Mortell and 
his grandfather, Matthew F. 
O’ Donnell. 

Billy was born in 
Dorchester on Aug. 12, 1989 to 
Kelly Bransfield and William 


Maragioglo, both of 
Dorchester. He was 
later adopted by Daniel 
and Maureen Mortell 
of Barre, where he 
lived out his childhood 
and made many happy 
memories with his 
brothers by his side. 

Billy struggled over 
the years with addic- 
tion and ultimately lost the bat- 
tle when God called him home. 

He was a kind and loving 
soul, he would give the last 
shirt off his back for his loved 
ones. He had a way of mak- 
ing you laugh and truly left an 
imprint on many. He will be 
missed more than words can be 
expressed. 





A Celebration of 
Billy’s Life will be 
held at a later date to 
be determined. In lieu 
of flowers memori- 
al donations may be 
made to a charity of 
your choice. Pillsbury 
Funeral Home, 96 
South Barre Road, 
Barre is in charge of 


arrangements. 


DEATH NOTICE 


Mortell, William 


Died March 21, 2020 
Celebration of Life 
at a later date 
Pillsbury Funeral Home 
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Baystate Health moves blood donor 


operation to 


SPRINGFIELD — The need for 
blood donations is so much that 
Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker 
included blood and platelet donors 
on his list of essential services 
issued recently. 

America faces a severe blood 
shortage during the coronavirus 
pandemic and the U.S. Surgeon 
General Jerome Adams is urging 
healthy individuals to donate blood 
as the crisis unfolds. 

Until further notice during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Baystate 
Health is relocating all blood and 
platelet donation to 361 Whitney 
Avenue in Holyoke. 

Blood donations will take place 
daily, Monday through Sunday, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Walk-ins 
are welcome, but appointments are 
suggested and can be made by call- 
ing 413-794-4600. 


Church News 


Holyoke 


Platelet donations will also 
occur at Whitney Avenue, but are 
by appointment only at 413-794- 
4600. 

Additional protocols are being 
implemented during the coro- 
navirus pandemic for the safety 
and health of donors, including: 
prescreening donors, extra pre- 
cautionary cleaning and spacing 
out donors to comply with social 
distancing and group gathering 


restrictions. 

All eligible donors will receive 
a ticket to Six Flags (for future use, 
valid through Jan. 3, 2021) and a 
gift card to Big Y or Dunkin.’ 

People may contact the 
Baystate Health Blood Donor 
Center at 413-794-4600 with ques- 
tions or to make an appointment. 

For more information on the 
coronavirus, people may visit bay- 
statehealth.org/covid19. 


Baystate Health modifies labor and 
delivery visitor policy 
SPRINGFIELD — Baystate Health has modified the visitor 


policy related to labor and delivery. Effective immediately, 
Baystate will allow the partner, who attends the birth to remain 
with the patient until discharge, with the provision that the visi- 
tor not leave the patient room for any reason. The partner will be 
screened twice a day for signs of infection. 








Note: The Barre Gazette staff 
reached out to area churches if they 
would provide sermons during the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Any pastor, 
priest or rabbi wishing to participate 
may email either barrenews@ turley. 
com or edowner @turley.com. 


Fifth Sunday of Lent 


A Pastoral message by Pastor 
Margaret Keyser 
Barre Congregational Church 


Let our minds be set on the 
Spirit of Christ 


Scripture Reading: 
Romans 8 v 6-11 

Grace and peace to you, dear 
members and friends of the Barre 
Congregational Church. I am writ- 
ing to you again from my home on 
this fifth Sunday of Lent. Again, 
we join many Christians around the 
world today in prayer, asking for 
God’s mercy and protection against 
the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Please pray this prayer in 
silence... 

We lift our eyes to the hills... 
where does our help come from? 

Our help comes from the Lord, 
the Maker of heaven and earth. 

We worship You, oh Lord and call 
upon Your Holy Name! 

We thank You for Your love in all 
circumstances 

We offer to You our hearts and 
minds and all that we are this morn- 
ing, and ask that You give us faith to 
rest in the knowledge that with You 
we will walk through the good times 
and bad times. 

Help us not to fear, but to believe 
and trust in Your holy power and 
Your protection and remind us of the 
sacrifice Your Son went through for 
our salvation. 

We pray for all our needs and ask 
You for Your forgiveness of our sins. 

Bless our congregation and all our 
members and friends 

Be present and bring comfort to 
those who are sick and lonely 

Bless our loved ones and keep 
them safe 

Bring release of this virus and 
give us Your peace and protection 

We pray this in Jesus’ Name, 

Amen 

Scripture Reading: Romans 8 v 
6-11 

Please spend a moment and read 
through the scripture prayerfully... 

6. To set the mind on the flesh 
is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. 

7. For this reason, the mind that 
is set on the flesh is hostile to God; 
it does not submit to God’s law-- 
indeed it cannot, 8. and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9. But you are not in the flesh; you 
are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. 

10. But if Christ is in you, though 
the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteous- 
ness. 11. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the 
dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you. 

Introduction 

We all must be having some of 
these feelings, questions and uncer- 
tainties these days, “it is so much 
work to wash my hands for 20 sec- 
onds several times a day’, or “life 
is so different now...how long is this 
going to last? What happened to us, 
and where will this all lead?” or just 
maybe feeling deeply concerned 
about the effects of the Coronavirus 
on human life, on all of us. There 


Local pastors offer sermons 


may be many more questions and 
uncertainties in our minds and hearts 
this morning, and maybe we are 
looking for comfort and the calming 
of our minds and spirits. May this 
message from Romans 8 v 6 - 11 
inspire us and direct our paths today 
and the days ahead... 
Life in the Spirit 

While the Apostle Paul did not 
start the church in Rome, he felt 
compelled to write to them and talk 
about the good news of Christ’s sal- 
vation for the Jewish Christians as 
well as those who had not come to 
Christ yet. His core message to them 
was that faith in God guarantees sal- 
vation and deliverance from sin and 
death. Given his own history as a 
persecutor of the church, he knew 
what death he was talking about, 
the death of the old person without 
knowledge and experience of life in 
the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ. 

In the first part of Romans 
Chapter 8, Paul describes life in the 
Spirit as a life of victory and hope, 
as opposed to life under the old order 
of the law, which is the law of sin 
and death says FF Bruce in his book, 
Romans. Under the old order of the 
law, something important was miss- 
ing to do the will of God and be at 
peace with God and one another. In 
addition, says Bruce, without the 
in-dwelling of the Spirit, humanity 
relies for the most part on their own 
resources, which at some point, in 
the midst of a crisis, leads to a los- 
ing battle, whereas life in the Spirit 
makes them conquerors of their own 
limitations and weaknesses. 

This may all sound like a judg- 
ment on humanity, which we do not 
need during a time of a global pan- 
demic, right? It also sounds like a 
Moses in the desert, or the voice of 
a Jeremiah to the people of Judah, 
speaking to them about their ways, 
and the need to return to the presence 
of the One who brought them out 
of the hands of the Egyptians. Is it 
really a judgment, or a call to return 
to God? 

The dominion of Christ, our 

Liberator 

Paul explains how life in the 
Spirit implies a certain condition, a 
condition of redemption, a condition 
that manifests something new, some- 
thing so transformative and accord- 
ing to the way of God; a peaceful 
existence from which everything else 
flows, says New Testament scholar, 
Herman Ridderbos. This, as opposed 
to the power of the old person of 
the flesh with a blind spot for the 
will and love of God for humanity 
and this world. The way of the flesh 
lacks the sustained ability to love 
unconditionally, relate and heal on a 
deep level. 

The way of the flesh needs the 
Spirit of Christ from whom all new 
life flows, Paul says. The way of the 
flesh has a constraint of sin that tends 
to destroy and needs to be brought 
under the dominion of Christ, the 
Liberator of us all. Christ, according 
to Ridderbos, is the One who pos- 
sesses this new redeeming sovereign- 
ty. Christ is the One that transforms 
the old person into the new and 
changes the old world order into the 
new. The Spirit of Christ within us is 
what heals and restores. To be led by 
the Spirit of Christ, is to be led into a 
specific direction, says Ridderbos. I 
offer perhaps a direction of humility 
before God? 

Christ Himself led the way 
towards this new dispensation. Lent 
is a time of remembering His suffer- 
ing, a process and act of redemption 
for humanity. His death opened the 
heavens, but it also opened up the 
pathway for a new way with God and 


with one another...a new world. 
Conclusion: Is this not 
what we need? 

Is this not what we need today? 
Did this world not become a place 
filled with pain and of the flesh, a 
departure from what God wants for 
us? Right before the pandemic, we 
talked about the opioid crisis, the 
mass shootings, and many other chal- 
lenges and ills in our society. These 
are tragic realities we have lived 
with for some time now. All over the 
world we saw division and wars and 
corruption and much more. It was 
hard to switch on the news to find the 
good news! 

This pandemic has brought the 
whole world to its knees, to a place 
in the proverbial desert where we 
look around for manna and water of 
a different kind. We look for med- 
ical and personal protective equip- 
ment for those on the frontlines who 
are fighting for the lives of human 
beings. We search for disinfectant 
and many basic necessities that fly 
off the store shelves. People suffer 
and die in the thousands all around 
us, and it has become an almost 
impossible human task to stop this 
virus from spreading and doing so 
much damage to humanity. 

Is this not the right time, now, not 
tomorrow or next week, to Stay on 
our knees daily, pray and ask God to 
unleash God’s Spirit in the deepest 
places of our hearts and minds, all 
over this world so we can live and 
not die in this way? Is this season of 
Lent not the time to stop everything 
and walk this journey with Christ, in 
the desert, and ask God to take this 
cross away from us? Should we not 
repent and ask for mercy from the 
heart of God, to free us and trans- 
form this world into a place where 
God feels welcome, and where we 
can live and breathe again? 

May the message of the letter to 
the Romans bear fruit in our hearts, 
instead of sounding like a judgment. 
Let our minds be set on the Spirit of 
Christ and let us walk away from this 
darkness into the light where God 
is waiting. God bless and keep you. 
Amen. 

Prayer and benediction: 

Dear Lord, please fill us with Your 
Spirit now... 

Protect us all, deliver us from evil 
and strengthen our faith in You 

Fill us with love for You and one 
another, now and always. 

Give us Your peace... 

May the grace of God, and the 
love of Christ and the presence of 
the Holy Spirit be with us all, now 
and forever 

Amen 


Opportunity Abounds 
Pastor James Foley 
New Life Assembly of God 


Allow me to open with a quote 
from a preacher of years-gone-by 
named Leonard Ravenhill: “Take the 
opportunity of a lifetime during the 
lifetime of the opportunity.” 

What does this mean? Quite 
simply, there are times in life when 
doors of opportunity open, and we 
must pass through them while we 
may. Should we delay, said doors 
may well close—and the opportuni- 
ties which they presented might be 
forever lost. 

What is taking place in our nation 
right now is—for each of us—a 
once-in-a-century event. You would 
likely have to be over 100-years old 
to remember a pandemic that caused 
this degree of social disruption and 
lock-down. Thus, for many, this is a 
time of unprecedented concern and 
CriSIS. 


However, this is also an incredi- 
ble period of opportunity for each of 
us—if we have the wisdom to rec- 
ognize the open doors before us and 
the courage to step through them. Let 
us have the good sense to take the 
opportunity of a lifetime during the 
lifetime of this opportunity! 

You may be asking, “Pastor, 
what opportunities lie before us?” 
Great question. I am so glad that 
you asked. Allow me to elaborate... 

Firstly, this period in history 
affords us the opportunity to CALL 
out to God in prayer. 

One of the most common rea- 
sons people cite for not taking 
the time to pray is a lack of time. 
Our culture—particularly in New 
England—is so fast-paced that 
many feel like they have no time to 
spare! Yet time is now the one thing 
everyone seems to have an abun- 
dance of. As many are sheltering in 
place, it is the one commodity most 
of us have for the first time (seem- 
ingly) in our lives. 

Why not make this once-in-a- 
lifetime moment your opportunity 
to call out to God in prayer”? 

Of course, many may not know 
what to pray. Allow me to offer the 
following: a) pray for this nation (2 
Chronicles 7:14); b) pray for those 
in need and for our earthly lead- 
ers (1 Timothy 2:1-4); and c) pray 
for your own needs (Matthew 6:11; 
7:8-8). Let the preceding verses 
guide and inspire you! 

Secondly, this period in histo- 
ry affords us the opportunity to 
CONSIDER biblical teaching. 

Once again, people justify their 
negligence of scriptural study by 
citing their lack of time. Yet many 
are now looking for ways to pass 
the time. Why not take that Bible 
off of your mantle or bookshelf 
and start reading? As an unknown 
author once stated: 

This Book is the mind of God, 
the state of man, the way of salva- 
tion, the doom of sinners, and the 
happiness of believers. Its doctrines 
are holy, its precepts are binding; its 
histories are true, and its decisions 
are immutable. Read it to be wise, 
believe it to be safe, practice it to 
be holy. It contains light to direct 


you, food to support you, and com- 
fort to cheer you. It is the traveler’s 
map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s 
compass, the soldier’s sword, and 
the Christian’s character. Here para- 
dise is restored, heaven opened, and 
the gates of hell disclosed. Christ 
is its grand subject, our good its 
design, and the glory of God its 
end. It should fill the memory, rule 
the heart, and guide the feet. Read 
it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. 
It is a mine of wealth, a paradise 
of glory, and a river of pleasure. 
Follow its precepts and it will lead 
you to Calvary, to the empty tomb, 
to a resurrected life in Christ; yes, 
to glory itself, for eternity. 

Of course, I understand that, for 
many, the Bible can be an intim- 
idating book. “Where do I even 
start?” some may ask. If you are 
new to God’s Word, I would rec- 
ommend beginning in one of the 
four Gospels (i.e., the accounts of 
Christ’s birth, life, ministry, death 
and resurrection)—perhaps the 
Gospel of Mark. You could also 
access the many sermons posted 
online at www.NewLifeBarre.org 
(or any other Bible-based fellow- 
ship). 

Thirdly, this period in history 
affords us the opportunity to CARE 
for one another. Consider the fol- 
lowing statement made by Franklin 
Graham (son of Billy Graham): 

Many years ago, the great writer 
and theologian, A.W. Tozer, made 
this profound statement, “A scared 
world needs a fearless church.” 
That is so true. During this time 
with the coronavirus, fear is grip- 
ping the hearts of people around 
the world. There is a mountain of 
anxiety and alarm, and it is still 
building. It is as real as the virus 
itself—but it is treatable. There are 
people in need that we can reach 
out to help. Like a fireman runs 
to the fire, the church needs to 
respond to crises around us. We 
who are the church need to stand 
up and be the hands and feet of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. During these 
days of less group activity and 
gatherings, we could all take time 
to call and check on the elderly 
or others who are alone. Maybe 


you could offer to drop off some 
food or necessities they might need. 
Talking with someone on the phone, 
listening to what they are going 
through, and most importantly, pray- 
ing with them, could change not only 
their day, but their entire outlook. 
We need to share the “reason for the 
hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15). 
Jesus Christ 1s our hope, our anchor, 
our comfort, and our peace. Let’s 
share His love with as many people 
as we can, making every day count. 
Christians, God can use you. The 
virus isn’t the only thing that’s conta- 
gious. What if we had an outbreak of 
people helping people and a sweep- 
ing eruption of prayer? 

Finally, this moment affords us 
the opportunity to CAST ourselves 
upon the Lord. 

Do you feel the weight of shame 
and guilt? Cast yourself upon One 
who is merciful (Isaiah 1:18). 

Do you feel weak and weary? 
Cast yourself upon the One who 
gives strength (Isaiah 40:28—31). 

Do you face lack or deprivation? 
Cast yourself upon the One who pro- 
vides (Philippians 4:19). 

Do you feel the grip of fear? Cast 
yourself upon the One who offers 
peace (John 14:27). 

Do you feel hopeless? Cast your- 
self upon the One who gives hope 
(Psalm 42:5). 

Do you feel vulnerable? Cast 
yourself upon the One who protects 
(Psalm 18:2). 

Do you feel alone? Cast your- 
self upon the God who is so near 
(Hebrews 13:5). 

What will you do with the oppor- 
tunities that abound all around you? I 
challenge you to embrace the words 
of Ravenhill: “Take the opportunity 
of a lifetime during the lifetime of 
the opportunity.” As always, I invite 
you to check us out online at www. 
NewLifeBarre.org and contact us at 
your leisure. Also, feel free to tune 
in for our Sunday Morning Service 
livestream through our New Life 
Barre Facebook page. May the Lord 
be with you all! 


Pastor James Foley 
New Life Assembly of God 


Tri-Parish Community Church news 


Like everything in our current 
world, almost all of our “nor- 
mal” daily functions have come 
to a standstill, including at the 
Tri-Parish Community Church. 
Right now, no church services 
are planned until Easter, April 12 
at 10 a.m. in the New Braintree 
Congregational Church. Until 
then, those who have pledged 
or want to make a donation to 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


the Church, can send them to the 
office at P.O. Box 202, 3 Oakham 
Road, New Braintree, MA, 
01531. However, the Tri-Parish 
committee did meet on March 
18, to discuss future activities 
at the church. The plan for the 
15th Annual plant/bake/tag and 
craft sale is still going forward 
for Saturday, May 30 and Sunday, 
May 31 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


Mialols. 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





on the Hardwick Town Common. 
10’ by 10’ spaces will also be 
available for anyone wish- 
ing to join in for a fee of $30. 
Applications can be obtained by 
calling the church office at 508- 
867-3306. To get further informa- 
tion on what is happening at the 
Tri-Parish, the website is: tripar- 
ishcommunitychurch.com. Stay 
safe and stay healthy. 


pM/alals. 
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Public Safety 





Barre Police Log 


Sunday, March 22 

9:21 a.m. Disturbance, Person(s) 
Oak Street — Officer Spoke to Party 

12:29 p.m. Welfare Check Cedar 
Street — Officer Spoke to Party 

1:53 p.m. Breaking and 
Entering Past Auto/Motor Vehicle 
Broad Street — No Police Service 
Necessary 

8:43 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Misdial/ 
Abandoned/Silent Barre — Confirmed 
Misdial 


Monday, March 23 

7:42 a.m. 911 Hang-up/Misdial/ 
Abandoned/Silent West Street — 
Dispatch Handled 

8:55 a.m. Traffic Hazard Vernon 
Avenue — Removed Hazard 

11:12 a.m. 911 Hang-up/Misdial/ 
Abandoned/Silent Old Coldbrook 
Road — Information Taken 

11:34 a.m. Fraud Pleasant Street 
— Officer Advised 

4:42 p.m. Snow Removal 
Complaint Cedar Street — Vehicle 
Removed 


Tuesday, March 24 
9:25 a.m. Fire, Medical 
Emergency James Street - 
Transported to Hospital 


Wednesday, March 25 
2:08 a.m. Animal Complaint 
Worcester Road — Negative Contact 
6:13 a.m. Fire, Medical 
Emergency Nichols Road —- 


Transported to Hospital 

3:36 p.m. Fire, Medical 
Emergency Worcester Road — 
Transported to Hospital 

7:10 p.m. Community Policing 
South Barre Road — Officer Spoke 
to Party 


Thursday, March 26 

7:37 a.m. 911 Hang-up/Misdial/ 
Abandoned/Silent Nichols Road — 
Officer Spoke to Party 

11:17 a.m. Animal ACO Call 
Adams Road — Information Given 

11:19 a.m. Fire, Medical 
Emergency Dana Road - 
Transported to Hospital 

2:04 p.m. Fire, Medical 
Emergency Old Dana Road - 
Transported to Hospital 

4:58 p.m. Fire, Mutual Aid 
Ambulance Oakham — Ambulance 
Canceled 

8:17 p.m. Be On The Lookout 
Notification Wheelwright Road — 
Negative Contact 


Friday, March 27 

8:16 a.m. Animal Lost and/or 
Found Old Hardwick Road — Animal 
Returned to Owner 

9:56 a.m. Fire, Illegal Burn 
Pleasant Street — No Fire Service 
Necessary 

10:29 a.m. Fire, Medical 
Emergency High Street North — 
Transported to Hospital 

10:50 a.m. Recreational Vehicle 


Complaint James Street — Gone On 
Arrival 

10:52 a.m. 911 Hang-up/Misdial/ 
Abandoned/Silent Unknown — 
Services Rendered 

1:18 p.m. Recreational Vehicle 
Complaint Nichols Road — Area 
Search Negative 

1:30 p.m. Complaint South Street 
— Officer Advised 

5:16 p.m. Recreational Vehicle 
Complaint Fruitland Road — Referred 
to Other Agency 


Saturday, March 28 

8:36 a.m. Disturbance, Person(s) 
Cedar Street — Property Returned 

10:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle Erratic 
West Street — Officer Advised 

3:26 p.m. Recreation Vehicle 
Complaint South Barre Road — 
Officer Spoke to Party 


SOUTH BARRE 
Sunday, March 22 
2:54 p.m. Recreational Vehicle 
Complaint Oakham Road — Officer 
Advised 


Monday, March 23 
10:44 a.m. Property Lost and 
Found North Brookfield Road — 
Information Taken 


Saturday, March 28 
9:38 a.m. Neighbor Dispute Oak 
Street — Officer Spoke to Party 


Rutland Police Log 


Sunday, March 22 
3:05 p.m. Illegal Dumping 
Pommogussett Road — Officer 
Spoke to Party 
5:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Suspicious Central Tree Road — 
Investigated 


Monday, March 23 

12:38 a.m. Disturbance, Noise 
Complaint Central Tree Road — 
Officer Spoke to Party 

2:51 a.m. Officer Wanted Maple 
Avenue — Officer Spoke to Party 

2:22 p.m. Fire, Illegal Burn Maple 
Avenue — No Fire Service Necessary 

4:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle Disable 
Wachusett Street -— Vehicle 
Removed 

4:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Maple Avenue — Vehicle Removed 

6:29 p.m. Harassment Maple 
Avenue — Officer Advised 

10 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Pommogussett Road — Ambulance 
Signed Refusal 


Tuesday, March 24 
3:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle Disabled 
Bear Hill Drive — Services Rendered 
9:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle Disabled 
lrish Lane — Officer Spoke to Party 
10:55 a.m. Gunshots Cheryl Ann 
Drive — Area Search Negative 


Wednesday, March 25 
12:55 a.m. Suspicious Person 
Main Street — Area Search Negative 
9:51 a.m. Open Door/Window 
Maple Avenue — Dispatch Handled 


Thursday, March 26 

5:52 a.m. Suspicious Person 
Main Street — Officer Spoke to Party 

10:06 a.m. Alarm Residential 
Main Street — Investigated 

1:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Pedestrian/Bicyclist Wachusett 
Street — Ambulance Signed Refusal 

2:37 p.m. Fraud Jackson Avenue 
— Report Filed 

5:11 p.m. Suspicious Person 
Maple Avenue — Officer Spoke to 
Party 


7:17 p.m. Welfare Check Main 
Street — Report Filed 


Friday, March 27 

9:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
East County Road — Written Warning 

12:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident Pommogussett Road — No 
Police Service Necessary 

6:56 p.m. Gunshots Wheeler 
Road — Investigated 

7:19 p.m. Fire, Illegal 
Burn Orchard Hill Drive — Fire 
Extinguished 


Saturday, March 28 
9:21 a.m. Motor Vehicle Disabled 
Victoria Avenue — Vehicle Removed 
10:57 a.m. Animal ACO Call Julie 
Ann Circle — Area Search Negative 
5:28 p.m. Disturbance, Person(s) 
Maple Avenue — Officer Spoke to 
Party 
Sunday, March 29 
5:59 a.m. Officer Wanted Barre 
Paxton Road — Officer Spoke to 
Party 


Bankers association encourages 
consumers to bank electronically 


BOSTON — The Massachusetts 
Bankers Association announced 
banks throughout the 
Commonwealth will remain open 
while keeping their customers 
and employees safe. According to 
Governor Charlie Baker’s order 
issued earlier today, financial insti- 
tutions such as banks are consid- 
ered essential services and will not 
be subject to the closure. 

“While we strongly encour- 
age all Massachusetts residents to 
heed the Governor’s stay at home 
advisory and use online or mobile 
banking, consumers will continue 
to have access to banking services 
during the mandatory non-essen- 
tial business closure,’ said Daniel 


LOCAL 


g | 
IS KNOCKING 


STAFF WRITER 
at O-) BO] 


Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 
Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 
office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 
community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 

The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 


J. Forte, MBA President and CEO. 
“The safest place for your money 
right now is in your local bank 
where it is insured up to $250,000 
by the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC). Many 
Massachusetts banks also have 
excess insurance to protect your 
funds.” 

Consumers needing access 
to banking services should check 
with their institution, as many 
banks have closed branch lobbies, 
reduced hours or shifted to drive- 
through only at some locations in 
an effort to protect their custom- 
ers and employees. However, bank 
staff are available to serve custom- 
ers and answer questions. In addi- 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 


This paper will not be 


responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 


tion, access to funds through online 
and mobile banking, ATMs and at 
Point of Sale transactions remains 
available during this time. 

The Massachusetts Bankers 
Association represents 135 com- 
mercial, savings, cooperative and 
federal savings banks and sav- 
ings and loan associations with 
approximately $380 billion in local 
assets, 72,000 employees across 
Massachusetts and New England, 
over 2,000 banking locations, more 
than 4,500 ATMs, and donate more 
than $105 million annually to social 
agencies and charitable organiza- 
tions across the Commonwealth. 
For more information, people may 
visit www.massbankers.org. 


Public 
Notice 


NOTICE 
Town of New Braintree 





sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 
towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 


companywide publications. 


Qualifications should include: 


¢ Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 

¢ Own camera and photography experience preferred 

¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 

¢ Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 


Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 








newspaper title. 








Remember to recycle 











The Public Planning 
Board/Gravel Hearing 
that was to be held in the 
Town of New Braintree on 
Monday, April 6, 2020 at 
7:00pm is CANCELED 
and will be held at a later 
date. 

4/02/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


CTL MMTAANA ol Uleli Colaleydter-\-mnela(=\\mere]aa| 





Oakham Police Log 


Tuesday, March 17 


9:12 p.m. Fire, Medical 
Emergency Adams Road -—- 
Transported to Hospital 

Wednesday, March 18 

10:11 a.m. Fire, Medical 


Emergency Rutland Road —- 
Ambulance Signed Refusal 


12:07 p.m. Fire, Medical 
Emergency Rutland Road — Referred 
to Other Agency 


10:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop 
Worcester Road — Citation Issued 


Friday, March 20 
11:04 p.m. Fire, Medical 
Emergency Bechan Road — Referred 
to Other Agency 


Saturday, March 21 
7:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Old 


Turnpike Road — Citation Issued 


Sunday, March 22 

2:54 p.m. Recreational Vehicle 
Complaint Oakham Road — Officer 
Spoke to Party 

4:25 p.m. Officer Wanted Barre 
Road — Officer Spoke to Party 

7 p.m. Welfare Check Rutland 
Road — Located/Found 


Tuesday, March 24 
11:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled South Road — Officer 
Spoke to Party 
12:23 p.m. Animal Lost and/or 
Found Old Turnpike Road — Message 
Delivered 


Wednesday, March 25 
11:11 a.m. Custody Dispute North 
Brookfield Road — Officer Took Call 


Thursday, March 26 

11:59 a.m. Fire, Medical 
Emergency Bechan Road — Referred 
to Other Agency 

4:55 p.m. Animal Bite Adams 
Road — Transported to Hospital 

8:23 p.m. Unoccupied Vehicle Old 
Turnpike Road — Message Delivered 


Friday, March 27 

11:58 a.m. Animal ACO Call 
New Braintree Road — Information 
Given 

12:43 p.m. Fraud New Braintree 
Road — Report Filed 

5:42 p.m. Welfare Check Rutland 
Road — Located/Found 

6:34 p.m. Identity Theft New 
Braintree Road — Services 
Rendered 


Hubbardston Police Log 


Sunday, March 22 

2:07 p.m. Suspicious Activity 
Williamsville Road — Area Search 
Negative 

2:14 p.m. Fire, Medical 
Emergency High Bridge Road — 
Transported to Hospital 

6:41 p.m. Fire, Brush Old 
Princeton Road — Fire Extinguished 


Monday, March 23 

7:02 a.m. Fraud Adams Road — 
Officer Advised 

4:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
New Westminster Road — Report 
Filed 

6:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Disabled Worcester Road — Vehicle 
Removed 


Tuesday, March 24 
7:10 p.m. Animal Lost and/or 
Found West Comet Pond Access 
Road — Officer Advised 


Thursday, March 26 
12:33 p.m. Animal ACO Call 
Forest Drive — Officer Advised 
4:21 p.m. Community Policing Old 
Boston Turnpike — Services Rendered 
5:04 p.m. Community Policing 
Gardner Road — Officer Spoke to 
Party 
5:13 p.m. Community Policing 
Gardner Road — Officer Spoke to 
Party 
5:40 p.m. Community Policing 
Gardner Road — Officer Spoke to 
Party 
10:28 p.m. Suspicious Person 


Hale Road — Negative Contact 


Friday, Marcy 27 
6:45 p.m. Community Policing 
Gardner Road — Officer Spoke to 
Party 
6:52 p.m. Community Policing 
Gardner Road — Officer Spoke to 
Party 


Saturday, March 28 

2:10 a.m. Officer Wanted 
Williamsville Road — Officer Spoke to 
Party 

4:31 a.m. Fire, Structure Barre 
Road — Fire Extinguished 

8:47 a.m. Gunshot Old Boston 
Turnpike — Report Filed 

5:11 p.m. Suspicious Person 
Gardner Road — Services Rendered 


Hardwick Police Log 


Monday, March 23 

12:29 p.m. 911 — Misdial Mellon 
Road — Spoken To 

4 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Bridge Street — Transported to 
Hospital 

7:32 p.m. 911 — Gun Shots Barre 
Road — Unfounded 

9:37 p.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle 
Accident Barre Road — Report Taken 


Tuesday, March 24 
8:20 a.m. 911- Medical Emergency 
Barre Road — Transported to Hospital 
8:58 a.m. Phone — Alarm Spring 
Street — Services Rendered 
9:28 a.m. 911 — Misdial Mellon 


Road — Dispatch Handled 

10:29 a.m. 911 -— Medical 
Emergency Church Lane - 
Transported to Hospital 


3:56 p.m. 911 - Medical 
Emergency Main Street —- 
Transported to Hospital 

Wednesday, March 25 


9:34 a.m. 911 — Assist Citizen 
Church Lane — Spoken To 

1:41 p.m. 911 -— Misdial Old 
Petersham Road — False Alarm 

2:44 p.m. Other — Trespass 
Greenwich Road — Officer Handled 

4:04 p.m. 911 — Misdial Delargy 
Road — Services Rendered 


7:19 p.m. Phone — 911/Hang-up 
Barre Road — Spoken To 


Thursday, March 26 
4:10 p.m. Radio — Complaint Barre 
Road — Spoken To 


Friday, March 27 
1 p.m. Initiated — Community 
Policing — Services Rendered 
8:20 p.m. 911 — Trespass Barre 
Road — Services Rendered 


Sunday, March 29 
11:34 a.m. Phone — Medical 
Emergency Church Lane — False 
Alarm 


New Braintree Police Log 


Monday, March 23 
10:28 a.m. 911 - Disabled 
Motor Vehicle Barr Road — Services 
Rendered 


Tuesday, March 24 
1:10 p.m. 911 — Complaint/Motor 
Vehicle Operations West Brookfield 
Road — Negative Contact 


Wednesday, March 25 


6:27 p.m. 911 — Suspicious Activity 
Webb Road — Investigated 

7:14 p.m. 911 — Hang-up Call 
West Brookfield Road — Could Not 
Locate 


Thursday, March 26 
8:42 a.m. 911 —- Medical 
Emergency Barre Road -—- 
Transported to Hospital 
9:11 p.m. 911 — Burglary (Breaking 


and Entering) Hardwick Road — 
Investigated 


Saturday, March 28 
11:12 a.m. 911 — Fire, Brush 
Hardwick Road — Extinguished 


Sunday, March 29 
4:09 p.m. 911 — Misdial Harrington 
Road — Investigated 


Consumers facing financial hardships 


urged to contact their banks 


BOSTON — The Massachusetts 
Bankers Association urged consum- 
ers, who are facing financial hard- 
ships due to the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, to contact their financial insti- 
tution for assistance. Local banks 
throughout the Commonwealth have 
pledged to work with their custom- 
ers, individuals and businesses, to 
mitigate the financial impact of the 
current health crisis. 

“We strongly encourage any- 
one who is unable to make a pay- 
ment on their loan, needs access to 
funds in a certificate of deposit or 
other relief to contact their financial 
institution for options to help them 
through this unprecedented situa- 
tion,’ said Daniel J. Forte, MBA 
President and CEO. “Local banks 
are ready and willing to help during 
these challenging times, but it is 
important that you reach out as soon 
as possible.” 

Most local banks have already 


announced programs to assist con- 
sumers. For example, Greenfield 
Cooperative Bank is offering a 
“payment holiday” for residential 
and commercial loan customers; 
Berkshire Bank has established 
special relief programs for the 
LGBTQ and minority-owned 
business communities while 
Rockland Trust Company, Eastern 
Bank, Bank of America and many 
others have announced signifi- 
cant initiatives to support local 
residents and small businesses. 
MBA has created a COVID-19 
Resource page on its website at 
www.massbank.org with addition- 
al information. 

In addition to relief on mort- 
gages and other loans, banks are 
working with customers, who may 
need access to funds in Certificates 
of Deposit (CDs), waiving fees for 
certain products or transactions and 
increasing daily debit or ATM limits 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the 
news realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, 


through their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for the Barre Gazette, please email edowner@turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 


where appropriate. Banks antici- 
pate that additional programs will 
be developed in the coming days 
and weeks to assist individuals and 
businesses as Congress considers a 
major economic stimulus package in 
Washington, D.C. 

It is also important that con- 
sumers beware of scams and fraud, 
which tend to increase in uncertain 
times. MBA reminds consumers that 
the safest place for money is in their 
bank, where all accounts are insured 
up to $250,000. Many Massachusetts 
banks also have excess insurance to 
protect their funds. Large cash with- 
drawals are uninsured and at risk for 
loss; 95 percent of all transactions 
can be done on mobile/online bank- 
ing, debit/credit cards or at an ATM, 
without the health risks of in-lobby 
visits. 

“These are challenging times for 
Massachusetts families and business- 
es and local banks are doing our part 
to help ease the financial burden,” 
Forte said. 

The Massachusetts Bankers 
Association represents 135 commer- 
cial, savings, cooperative and fed- 
eral savings banks and savings and 
loan associations with approximately 
$380 billion in local assets, 72,000 
employees across Massachusetts and 
New England, over 2,000 banking 
locations, more than 4,500 ATMs 
and donate more than $105 mil- 
lion annually to social agencies and 
charitable organizations across the 
Commonwealth. For more informa- 
tion, people may visit www.mass- 
bankers.org. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HAY FOR SALE Koran’s Farm. 
(413)267-3396. 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 


Forest Products (413)477-0083 


FIREWOOD 


WFRESH CUT FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN  STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


TAX FILING DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO JULY 15 


NN 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Z2O020 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajelinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible, Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Gee Tel: 413-289-0058 
IRS oy 413-.324-2167 


| PROVIDER 


Credit Cards Welcome 


kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kifchentabletaxes.com 





Melchiori Tax and Financial Services 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 e Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


AUTHORIZEO 


<i> 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 





Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ 


Bruce J. Charwick 


Personal & Small Business 





AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA O10609 


Federal & All States 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


I 
——_A__ 
| IRS 
ES 
| PROVIDER 


1 ~ To All New Clients p 


$50 OFF: 


Reg. Prices 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 





A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. 
Call today for a free quote. 413-289- 
6251 Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. | 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


DEADLINES: 








Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





5 






| BARRE 
OAKHAM 
NEW BRAINTREE 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
bat BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 






HUBBARDSTON 











D 


BROOKFIEL 





EAST 


WALES ( HOLLAND 





SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





LAWN & GARDEN 


LAWN CARE SERVICES 
Weekly/ Bi-weekly lawn mowing 
services 
15 years experience 
Call Quality Cuts today! 
(413)231-2888 
FREE ESTIMATES 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE: Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


SALEM CROSS INN now hiring 
servers and bartenders. Apply in per- 
son or online at www.salemcrossinn. 
com 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
ASSISTANT ASSESSOR 
Looking for a reliable Assistant Asses- 
sor. For application and more informa- 
tion please visit www.wilbraham-ma. 
gov. Application deadline 5/1/2020 at 

4:30 PM. EOE 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
PUBLIC WORKS - 
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 
Great opportunity for fully benefited 
union position with municipal public 
works department; if you are a good 
worker, and are willing to learn how to 
operate trucks, snow plows, backhoes, 
front-end/bucket loaders, jet vacuums, 
specialty mowers, sweepers, rollers, 
street pavers, and manual & power 
tools, work under all weather condi- 
tions & for prolonged periods of time, 
we are looking for you! Req. HS/GED, 
some related work exp. preferred; CDL 
B witanker, Hoisting 2B, 4E & 4G re- 
quired within 1 year of hire, license 
fees paid by town; clean driving record; 
$19.82-$23.95/hr DOQ. Must com- 
plete application available online at 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov or in the Se- 
lectmen’s Office, 240 Springfield St., 
Wilbraham MA 01095. Deadline Friday, 

May 1, 2020, at 4:30 pm. EEO 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
Status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, Ware, MA 
a aq 





SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-1217 


WARREN MODERN Studio, 1st fl, 
$650, 1 BR, $750, with new kitchen, 
carpet and appliances. Free hot water. 
Beautiful rural setting with a moun- 
tain view. Located on 67 Please call 
(413)436-5301 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 









59,000 


Base Price Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
$26.00 sata DY | for more information. 
: ; 3 7 Residential ‘ont ae 
se — sn — rae eters ual FOR RENT 


ie 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


Base Price 
$28.50 


ert ert vce} — | Hilltowns rf } 

Circulation: 9,800 Od 
Find a good home or 

adopt your next pet here! 


Suburban 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$30.50 $31.00 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


WILBRAHAM 






Base Price Base Price Base Price 


Base Price 
$32.50 $33.00 $33.50 $34.00 








SPRINGFIELD 


LANDSCAPE LABORER &xpe- 





7 Sak Soak Add $10 for a second Zone rienced preferred but not necessary. This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
ase Price Base Price ase Price ase Price : Must have reliable transportation. any advertising for real estate that is in 
=m =e — 3600! @r add $15 to run in 413-218-3918 or 413-237-8316 violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
ee informed that all dwellings advertising in 
ALL THREE ZONES. MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- this newspaper are available on an equal 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. opportunity basis. To complain about 
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price ses Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, ea scant 
7 ~ : ae MA 413-267-4088 toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
; area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
Address: Add d second ZONE _ 10.00 Run my ad in the r w ; " i Ww W ¥ y sy free number for the hearing impaired is 
; following ZONE(s): Aw a) A AY AV 1-800-927-9275. 
Town, State Zip Addathird ZONE 5.00 MAT WAT WaT AT WATS 
Number of Weeks: _ X per week rate = $_ Subtotal J (] ° fj d d oe 
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard LIVISA Discover LI Cash L) Check# x Number of Weeks ee aSS1 le ver lising 
eats: ia TOTAL Enclosed hg: y?, DEADLINES 
Amount of charge: __Date: 


HILLTOWNS 


MONDAY _ 
AT NOON 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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NBSB participates in FHLBB Jobs for New England program 


NORTH BROOKFIELD - 
The North Brookfield Saving 
Bank (NBSB) 1s participat- 
ing in the Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Boston’s (FHLBB) Jobs 
for New England (JNE) pro- 
gram, which allows the NBSB 
Business Center to offer below 
market-rate, low-interest financ- 
ing for small business loans that 
create or preserve jobs, expand 
woman-owned, minority-owned 
or veteran-owned businesses or 
otherwise stimulate the local 
economy. 

“The FHLBB Jobs for New 
England program is such a valu- 
able tool for our small business- 
es and allows North Brookfield 
Savings Bank the opportunity to 


provide our small business cus- 
tomers with even lower interest 
financing so they can borrow for 
less and grow their business,” 
said Rick Egan, vice president, 
senior commercial lender. “This 
further supports our goal to sup- 
port small businesses and the 
local economy that we serve.” 

As a member of the FHLBB, 
North Brookfield Savings Bank 
can offer members extremely low 
percentage financing for small 
business loans that meet certain 
criteria set by the FHLBB. The 
small business loan funds must 
be utilized to create or preserve 
jobs, expand woman-owned, 
minority-owned or veter- 
an-owned businesses or support 


the local economy in another 
quantifiable way. The program 
includes two funding periods 
with the first application period 
in January and the second period 
beginning April 29. 

Recently, North Brookfield 
Savings Bank partnered with 
Jessica Bettencourt, president 
and owner of the well-known 
Klem’s department store located 
on Route 9 in Spencer. She has 
a vision for her family’s busi- 
ness and when she approached 
North Brookfield Savings Bank 
to share her expansion goals for 
the Klem’s building she was rec- 
ommended a financing option 
that provided the most value 
to her business. Due to NBSB 


being a FHLBB member and 
Bettencourt’s goals to expand 
a women-owned business, she 
was able to take advantage of the 
Jobs for New England program. 
NBSB’s guidance allowed her 
to benefit from the program and 
see the expansion goals become 
a reality. 

North Brookfield Savings 
Bank is a mutual savings 
bank with full-service branch- 
es in North Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, West Brookfield, 
Ware, Belchertown, Palmer, 
and Three Rivers Village of 
Palmer. For additional infor- 
mation, people may call 
1-866-711-6272 or visit www. 
NorthBrookfieldSavingsBank. 


QRSD offers free meals to 
90 at selected schools 


REGION — The Quabbin 


Regional School District (QRSD) 
has plans in place to ensure stu- 
dents, who rely on their schools 


for breakfast and lunch continue to 
receive that service. 

Walk-up distribution of daily 
prepared meals at selected school 
sites for families to pick up will be 
available Monday through Friday 
from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. until school 
reopens. These meals will be avail- 
able for free for anyone 18 and 
under regardless of what school 


they attend. Each child will receive 
a breakfast and lunch. 

Families can access meals from 
either location listed: Hardwick 
Elementary School (no pin 
required) or Quabbin Middle & 
High School (will need 4 digit pin# 
or student name). 

Cold “grab and go” options will 
be available and meals must be 
taken and consumed off site. If peo- 
ple have difficulty with transporta- 
tion for pickup or other concerns, 
they may call 978-355-4668. 





Your BUYLINE CONNECTION 


WE ARE OPEN TO SELL 


& DELIVER APPLIANCES 


DURING THIS CRISIS! 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
FOR FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP! 


SO COME ON IN FOR 


ALL YOUR NEEDS! 
SEE OUR AD INSIDE THIS NEWSPAPER 


© he a 7 hod he ee et Oo) 8 Oe eed ee ES 


petra oe MH a Seencer 508- 885- 9343 


“Go TO WHITCOSALES.COM 


BUYING OR SELLING.... 
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! 


(Qe 0ST ROA, 
L y 


—_——. 


Dave’s Appliance, Inc. 


www.PostRoadRealty.com 


REALTY 
NEW LISTING 
LAKE VIEW WITH BEACH ACCESS 
68 Lakeshore Dr., West Brookfield, MA $234,900 


Pride of ownership with this well maintained 3 

bedroom ranch, that has a lake view and access [as 

to the beach on Lake Wickaboag, just in time for 

summer!! This welcoming home offers aspacious [fy 

living room with a large picture window, a fully | 

applianced kitchen with white cabinets, and a 

separate dining area. Large master bedroom with 

plenty of closet space and separate laundry area. * . 

This home has a wonderful, level yard for outdoor fun with a screened in gazebo. What an 
amazing opportunity to own this home in West Brookfield with a 1 car garage, town water 
and so many other great features. Updates include windows, lighting, exterior doors and 
so much more. The home has a flat, level yard on a dead end street! This house will surely 
impress and will not last! Passing Title 5 in hand!! 


. John and Cassie Paolucci 
774-200-3523 


FREEZERS IN STOCK 


13.8 cf 


UPRIGHT 
FRIGIDAIRE 


$599 


13 cf 
UPRIGHT 
FROST FREE 
FRIGIDAIRE 


$699 


19.8 cf 
CHEST 
FRIGIDAIRE 


$749 


www.davesapp.com 


908-867-3122 


Factory Authorized Technicians 


SPRING is EARLY!! 
Check out our Indoor Display 


_ San Concrete, Masonry, 


10;¢ GI 
CHEST 
GE 


$629 


Parts Hotline 888-229-1027 
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA 
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 ¢ Fri 9-5 ¢ Sat 10-3 














Follow us on 
Facebook 

















LAND FOR SALE $99,500 
Taylor Hill Road, Hardwick 


Hardwick 18.56 acre lot. A beautiful spot to build your new home, 
stonewalls and located on a Country Road. Quiet, private and peaceful. 
Stonewalls border the property, which used to be the day pasture for 
Maple Hill Farm’s cows. Lot is overgrown and there is a stream towards 
the back of property. However a parcel like this does not come along 
everyday! You could be keep property in AR60 for agricultural use & 
lowered tax rate, or could be built on with approx 890 feet of frontage. 
Drive by anytime or schedule a tour with listing agent! 


j North Sh -L tt 
www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com = ore-Love 


978-434-1990 


Two Family Up/Down 
Both Units 2 Bed, 1 Bath 
Separate Utilities 
Town Water/Sewer 
Plenty of Off Street Parking 
Shed ¢ Fenced Yard = 
BUYING * SELLING * RELOCATING [Tq 
COLDWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART = 


RESIDENTIAL Al 3 _ 3 87- 860 8 = 


BROKERAGE 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com ¢ StewartandStewartHomes.com 


“EN IRY 92 
Le » TURY 21 109 West St., Ware 
270 Main St., Spencer 







a and Landscape Needs 


__ CONCRETE SOLUTIONS 


199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner 
978-669-0088 


» KEYSTONE RETAINING WALLS 


Mon.-Fri. 7:00-4:30 SAT starting 4/11 












~ WE ARE OPEN 


SPRING IS HERE: | 
LANDSCAPE STONE 


Beige, Blush, Blue, Brown, Purple, 
Red, Lt Gray, Dk Gray & White 
Screened Loam Stored in Building 
Construction Stone ¢ Stone Dust ¢ Concrete Sand Title 
V & Presby ¢ Septic Sand ¢ Crushed Gravel 


SAND & GRAVEL CO 


Washed & Double Washed 
Crushed Stone 
Washed Sand e Stone Dust 
Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 


PLANT LOCATION 
53 Brooks Pond Rd., North Brookfield, seat 


<P 908.867.0400 
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Your Guide to Local 
: Summer Activities 
& Vacation bi. e : 
¢ Destinations @ 


.or ee 




































Soups by the 
Pint or Quart 


Tired of the same old food? 
Call us for house made fresh. 
We won't tell it wasn’t you! 


Your Choice of: 
Broccoli Cheese, Tomato Bisque, 
Stuffed Pepper or Chicken Rice 


Pint $5 Quart $4 0 
Clam Chowder or Chili 
Pint $6 Quart $4 1 


E.B. Flatts 


245 W. Main, E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 






Crushed Asphalt ¢ Brick Sand © Sand Box San 
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 
q PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 
98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
lord 508. B85-2480 
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt er Es 
+ www.bondsandandgravel.com 
WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR (| 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! § 
SP = 14) Des <-28 S&S = — @ Oo. 
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Turle io 


pure’ Inc. 


— A TURLEY PUBLICATION - 
WWW.TURLEY.COM 


TAKE-OUT 
ONLY 
PLEASE CALL 
AHEAD TO 
ORDER & 
ENJOY! 








eowners alike. 


Meeting the Saas ra STO SPS & 
SALES * SERVICE « PARTS « INSTALLATION 


_ Find your Husqvarna at: 
= 140 Worcester Road 
Barre, MA 01005 
Call/Text (978)355-6343 
higginspowersports.com Open Mon.-Sat. 






Contact,Dan Flynn Today! “ 


413- 967-3505 


wir Cet 











HIGGINS ENERGY 
ALTERNATIVES 














ais vee “4 = iN ee) "| ee) e 
sy 12 “>? 4 " _ @ Dental Cleanings * Cosmetic Dentistry: © Periodontal Care 
“7% y / = ~~ ie a . a e Orthodontics: Fillings, Crowns and  e Laser Gum Therapy 
——' 474 = Braces and Invisalign® Bridges, Veneers, Ci (eleldem >. 44e-leale)al 


e Dental Emergencies Teeth Whitening ® Dental Implants 


WEST BROOKFIELD 


DENTAL 


WE ACCEPT MOST DENTAL INSURANCES! 
508-867-2777 9 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 


www.westbrookfielddental.com 





Dr. Damon Anderson & Dr. Sam Alkhoury 
GENERAL DENTIST ORTHODONTIST 


